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Non Prophet 
Organization 

JAMEY KEATEN 
LORI HINNANT 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — France 
stepped up security 
Wednesday at its embas¬ 
sies across the Muslim world 
after a French satirical 
weekly revived a formula 
that it has already used to 
capture attention: Publish¬ 
ing crude, lewd caricatures 
of Islam’s Prophet Muham¬ 
mad. Wednesday’s issue 
of the provocative satiri¬ 
cal weekly Charlie Hebdo, 



Publishing director of the 
satyric weekly Charlie Hebdo, 
Charb, talks to the media in 
Paris, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 
2012 . 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 

whose offices were fire- 
bombed last year, raised 
concerns that France 
could face violent protests 
like the ones targeting the 
United States over an am¬ 
ateur video produced in 
California that have left at 
least 30 people dead. 

The drawings, some of 
which depicted Muham¬ 
mad naked and in de¬ 
meaning or pornographic 
poses, were met with a swift 
rebuke by the French gov¬ 
ernment, which warned 
the magazine could be 
inflaming tensions, even as 
it reiterated France's free 
speech protections. 

Continued on Page 3 



Official details released for Green Village 2012: It’s all about You! 


Organizers of Heineken's Green Village 2012 announce the official details of this year’s festivities! 

(CSP Photo) 

Green Village is back! 

And for the fourth con¬ 
secutive year Heineken will 
transform the main street 
of San Nicolas into the big¬ 
gest music festival on the 
island! On September 29th 
we will turn San Nicolas 
upside down, bringing you 
all kinds of surprises and 
changing everything that 
you think you know about 
Green Village... 

The 3 signature stages are 
back with a musical variety 
you don’t want to miss. 
Introducing the hottest 
reggeaton artist from Co¬ 
lombia who is causing up¬ 
roar in reggeaton music: J 
Balvin for all you reggeaton 
lovers... 

And to make your night 
nice and sweet, all the 
way from Jamaica: Gyp- 
tian! Gyptian’s songs have 
peaked on music charts 
and billboards and they will 
swipe you off your feet at 
Green Village 2012. 

Continued on Page 13 
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This June 26, 2012 image provided by Forbes, and the pull-out cover for the magazine’s Sept. 21 issue shows from left to right: Warren Buffett, Oprah Winfrey, Bill 
Gates, Melinda Gates, Pete Petersen, Leon Black, Jon Bon Jovi (seated on the ground), Marc Benioff, David Rubenstein, Steve Case, Laura Arrillaga-Andreessen, 
Marc Andreessen posing for a portrait in the Trustees Room at the New York Public Library in New York. The twelve individuals shown were part of a group attending 
a Forbes convened event called the Forbes 400 Summit On Philanthropy. During the event, the magazine’s editors invited twelve of the leading philanthropists in the 
U.S. to pose for the portrait. 

(AP Photo/Forbes, Michael Prince) 


Gates, Buffett again top Forbes’ billionaires list 


NEW YORK (AP) — Micro¬ 
soft Corp. co-founder Bill 
Gates remains America’s 
richest man by far, as the 
tech and philanthropy gi¬ 
ant took the top spot on 
the Forbes 400 list for the 
19th year running, with a 


net worth of $66 billion. 
Investor Warren Buffett, the 
head of Berkshire Hatha¬ 
way Inc., again took sec¬ 
ond with $46 billion, while 
Oracle Corp. co-founder 
Larry Ellison remains third 
with $41 billion and brothers 


Charles and David Koch, 
co-owners of Koch Indus¬ 
tries Inc., tied for fourth with 
$31 billion. 

Forbes said the rich mainly 
got richer in 2012, with net 
worth rising for 241 mem¬ 
bers of its list and shrinking 


American cancels 300 flights this week 


FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 

— American Airlines and 
American Eagle say they 
will cancel 300 flights this 
week to cope with a high 
number of pilots report¬ 
ing sick and an increase in 
maintenance reports filed 
by crews. That’s 1.25 per¬ 
cent of the 24,000 flights 
that were scheduled by 
the two airlines, which are 
owned by AMR Corp. 

AMR said Wednesday that 
it canceled the flights in 
advance to avoid incon¬ 
veniencing passengers. 
Earlier this week, American 
said it would cut its sched¬ 
ule through the end of Oc¬ 
tober by up to 2 percent. 
American has seen an 
increase in flight can¬ 
celations since early this 
month, when a federal 
bankruptcy judge allowed 
the company to impose 
new pay and working rules 
on pilotsQ 



American Airlines jets are parked at the various gates of Miami 
International Airport on Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012 in Miami. 
American Airlines and American Eagle say they will cancel 300 
flights this week to cope with a high number of pilots reporting 
sick and an increase in maintenance reports filed by crews. 

(AP Photo/Carl Juste) 


for only 66. Rising stock pric¬ 
es, a rebound in real estate 
values and rare art prices 
helped. 

More members of the 
Walton family, the found¬ 
ers of Wal-Mart Stores Inc., 
moved up into the Top 10, 
displacing investor George 
Soros and Las Vegas Sands 
Corp. founder Sheldon 
Adelson. New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, 
who made his fortune with 
the financial data services 
firm Bloomberg LP, is also 
back with the top dogs at 
No. 10 with an estimated 
net worth of $25 billion. 
Social media moguls took 
the biggest hit. Zynga Inc.'s 
Mark Pincus and Grou- 
pon Inc.’s Eric Lefkofsky 
dropped off the list entirely. 
Facebook’s Mark Zucker- 
berg was the biggest dollar 
loser in Forbes’ latest rank¬ 
ing of the 400 wealthiest 
Americans. The company's 
lackluster IPO in May result¬ 
ed in a huge drop in market 
value that cut the value of 
his shareholdings almost in 
half, costing him $8.1 billion 
in net worth. That dropped 
Zuckerberg from No. 14 on 
the list to No. 36. 

But although Zuckerberg 
lost more money than most 
people will make in many 
lifetimes, his net worth still 


totals an estimated $9.4 bil¬ 
lion, according to the mag¬ 
azine. 

Twenty newcomers joined 
the list, which required $1.1 
billion in net worth for entry, 
up from $1.05 billion a year 
ago. Among the freshly 
minted are Shahid Khan, 
owner of the NFL’s Jack¬ 
sonville Jaguars, at No. 179; 
Judy Faulkner, founder of 
health records firm Epic Sys¬ 
tems, at No. 285; Andrew 
& Peggy Cherng, the hus¬ 
band and wife team be¬ 
hind restaurant chain Pan¬ 
da Express, at No. 239; and 
Twitter creator Jack Dorsey 
at No. 392. 

There are 45 women on the 
list, up from 42 a year ago, 
including Oprah Winfrey at 
No. 151. 

The top 10 people on this 
year’s Forbes 400 list are; 

— Bill Gates, $66 billion 

— Warren Buffett, $46 bil¬ 
lion 

— Larry Ellison, $41 billion 

— Charles Koch, $31 billion 

— David Koch, $31 billion 

— Christy Walton & family, 
$27.9 billion 

— Jim Walton, $26.8 billion 

— Alice Walton, $26.3 bil¬ 
lion 

— S. Robson Walton, $26.1 
billion 

— Michael Bloomberg, $25 
billionQ 
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New French cartoons inflame prophet film tensions 


Continued from front 


The principle of freedom 
of expression “must not be 
infringed," Foreign Minister 
Laurent Fabius said, speak¬ 
ing on France Inter radio. 
But he added: “Is it perti¬ 
nent, intelligent, in this con¬ 
text to pour oil on the fire? 
The answer is no.” 

Anger over the film “In¬ 
nocence of Muslims” has 
fueled violent protests 
from Asia to Africa. In 
the Lebanese port city of 
Tyre, tens of thousands of 
people marched in the 
streets Wednesday, chant¬ 
ing “Oh, America, you are 
God’s enemy!” 

Worried France might be 
targeted, the government 
ordered its embassies, cul¬ 
tural centers, schools and 
other official sites to close 
on Friday — the Muslim 
holy day — in 20 countries. 
It also immediately shut 
down its embassy and the 
French school in Tunisia, 


the site of deadly protests 
at the U.S. Embassy last 
week. 

The French Foreign Minis¬ 
try issued a travel warning 
urging French citizens in the 
Muslim world to exercise 
“the greatest vigilance,” 
avoiding public gatherings 
and “sensitive buildings.” 
The controversy could 
prove tricky for France, 
which has struggled to in¬ 
tegrate its Muslim popula¬ 
tion, Western Europe’s larg¬ 
est. Many Muslims believe 
the Prophet Muhammad 
should not be depicted at 
all — even in a flattering 
way — because it might 
encourage idolatry. 
Violence provoked by the 
anti-Islam video, which 
portrays the prophet as 
a fraud, womanizer and 
child molester, began with 
a Sept. 11 attack on the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo, then 
quickly spread to Libya, 
where an attack on the 
U.S. Consulate in Benghazi 


left the U.S. ambassador 
and three other Americans 
dead. In Washington, White 
House spokesman Jay Car¬ 
ney said the Obama ad¬ 


ministration believed the 
French magazine images 
“will be deeply offensive to 
many and have the poten¬ 


tial to be inflammatory.” 
“We don’t question the 
right of something like this 
to be published,” he said, 
pointing to the U.S. Consti¬ 


tution's protections of free 
expression. “We just ques¬ 
tion the judgment behind 
the decision to publish it." 


In a statement, Arab 
League chief Nabil Elarabi 
called the cartoons “pro¬ 
vocative and disgraceful” 
and said their publication 
added complexity to an 
already inflamed situation. 
He said the drawings arose 
from ignorance of “true Is¬ 
lam and its holy prophet.” 

A lawsuit was filed against 
Charlie Hebdo hours after 
the issue hit newsstands, 
the Paris prosecutor's office 
said, though it would not 
say who filed it. The maga¬ 
zine also said its website 
had been hacked. 

Riot police took up posi¬ 
tions outside the maga¬ 
zine's offices, which were 
firebombed last year after 
it released an edition that 
mocked radical Islam. 
Chief editor Stephane 
Charbonnier, who pub¬ 
lishes under the pen name 
“Charb” and has been 
under police protection 
for a year, defended the 
cartoons. □ 


* .r i_v 






CHARLIE HEBf- 



Publishing director of the satyric weekly Charlie Hebdo, Charb, 
displays the front page of the newspaper as he poses for pho¬ 
tographers in Paris, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. Police took up 
positions outside the Paris offices of the satirical French weekly 
that published crude caricatures of the Prophet Muhammad on 
Wednesday that ridicule the film and the furor surrounding it. The 
provocative weekly, Charlie Hebdo, was firebombed last year 
after it released a special edition that portrayed the Prophet Mu¬ 
hammad as a “guest editor” and took aim at radical Islam. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 
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Myanmar’s Suu Kyi receives Congress’ highest honor 


MATTHEW PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law¬ 
makers united by their 
respect of Myanmar de¬ 
mocracy leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi on Wednesday pre¬ 
sented her with Congress’ 
highest civilian honor in a 
ceremony in the Capitol 
Rotunda, ahead of a meet¬ 
ing with President Barack 
Obama. 

Suu Kyi described it as “one 
of the most moving days of 
my life.” 

She was awarded the Con¬ 
gressional Gold Medal in 
2008 while under a 15-year 
house arrest for her peace¬ 
ful struggle against military 
rule. 

Her long-awaited visit to 
America finally provided 
an opportunity for her to 
receive the honor in person 
in Congress’ most majestic 
setting, beneath the dome 
of the Capitol and ringed 
by marble statues of former 
presidents. 

The 67-year-old Nobel lau¬ 
reate said it was worth the 
years of waiting, being hon¬ 
ored “in a house undivided, 
a house joined together to 
welcome a stranger from a 
distant land.” 

Previous recipients of the 
medal include George 
Washington, Tibetan Bud¬ 
dhist leader the Dalai Lama 
and Pope John Paul II. 

She then met privately 
at the White House with 
Obama, another winner 
of the Nobel Peace Prize. 
They appeared relaxed 
and were smiling as they 


talked in the Oval Office. 
Neither made formal com¬ 
ments to the photogra¬ 
phers gathered to briefly 
witness the meeting. 


The low-key nature of the 
meeting appeared to re¬ 
flect concerns that Suu 
Kyi’s Washington visit could 
overshadow Myanmar's re¬ 
formist president Thein Sein, 
who attends the U.N. Gen¬ 
eral Assembly in New York 
next week, and still faces 
opposition within Myan¬ 
mar's military to political 
reform. 

At the medal ceremony. 
House and Senate leaders 
joined Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton in 
paying tribute to Suu Kyi. 
Speaker after speaker at 
the medal ceremony mar¬ 
veled that this was moment 


they thought they would 
never see: Suu Kyi before 
them, not only free but her¬ 
self now a lawmaker. 

“It's almost too delicious 


to believe, my friend,” said 
Clinton, “that you are in the 
Rotunda of our Capitol, the 
centerpiece of our democ¬ 
racy as an elected mem¬ 
ber of parliament.” 

Buddhist monks in saffron 
robes and women in tra¬ 
ditional Burmese dresses 
crammed into the venue 
alongside members of 
Congress, who set aside 
the intense rivalries ahead 
of the Nov. 6 election. 
Lawmakers talked about 
years of working together 
across party lines on the be¬ 
half of Suu Kyi’s democra¬ 
cy movement. When sanc¬ 
tions against the Myanmar 


junta were imposed, and 
over the past year when 
they have been suspend¬ 
ed, Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans alike have set 


aside their increasingly bit¬ 
ter differences to pass and 
renew legislation annually. 
That’s due in large part to 
their respect for Suu Kyi. 
Lawmakers who have spo¬ 
ken or met with her, and 
even those who haven’t, 
speak of her in reverential 
terms. Her photo adorns 
some office walls in Con¬ 
gress and her views have 
been critical in shaping U.S. 
policy toward the country 
also known as Burma. 

At Wednesday’s emotional 
ceremony. Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, a Dem¬ 
ocrat, lavished praise on a 
man who is usually his ad¬ 


versary, Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell, for long 
being at the forefront of ef¬ 
forts to help Suu Kyi for two 
decades. 

McConnell compared Suu 
Kyi's path of peaceful resis¬ 
tance to Martin Luther King 
and Indian independence 
leader Mohandas Gan¬ 
dhi. “It was impossible not 
to be moved by her quiet 
resolve, her hidden yet lu¬ 
minous heroism,” the Ken¬ 
tucky senator said. 
Republican Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain often called a hero for 
the years he endured as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam, 
said Suu Kyi was his hero. 
Former first lady Laura Bush 
said the hope that now 
grows in Myanmar was a 
tribute to Suu Kyi. She said 
the former military regime 
had encountered an “im¬ 
moveable object” in the 
opposition leader and its 
legitimacy broke against 
her character. 

While speakers paid tribute 
to Suu Kyi’s resolve in the 
face of oppression, a spirit 
of reconciliation in Myan¬ 
mar also pervaded the cer¬ 
emony — recognition of its 
recent dramatic political 
changes after five ruinous 
and bloody decades of 
authoritarian rule. 

A key aide to Thein Sein 
attended the ceremony, 
which Suu Kyi welcomed. 
The Treasury also an¬ 
nounced it was taking 
Thein Sein off its list of indi¬ 
viduals sanctioned from 
doing business or owning 
property in America.□ 



President Barack Obama meets with Myanmar democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi in the Oval 
Office of the White House, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012, in Washington. Lawmakers united by their 
respect of Myanmar democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi on Wednesday presented her with Con¬ 
gress' highest civilian honor in a ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda, ahead of a meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Obama. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 
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Obama surges with upbeat housing reports, new polls 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fresh 
signs of a housing rebound 
in the U.S. and growing sup¬ 
port in public opinion polls 
boosted President Barack 
Obama's bid for a new 
term in the White House on 
Wednesday as Republican 
rival Mitt Romney struggled 
to quell a video contro¬ 
versy. The former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor has 
been performing virtually 
non-stop political damage 
control ever since a video 
surfaced Monday showing 
Romney telling donors last 
May that as a candidate 
for the White House, “my 
job is not to worry about” 
the millions of Americans 
who don't earn enough to 
pay income taxes. 

On Wednesday, Romney 
continued working to re¬ 
frame the video contro¬ 
versy into a philosophical 
difference between himself 
and Obama — to his own 
advantage. 

“The question of this cam¬ 
paign is not who cares 
about the poor and the 
middle class. I do. He 
(Obama) does. The ques¬ 


tion is who can help the 
poor and the middle class. 
I can. He can't,” Romney 
told donors at an Atlanta 
fundraiser. 

Romney added that the 
country “does not work by 
a government saying, be¬ 
come dependent on gov¬ 
ernment, become depen¬ 
dent upon redistribution. 
That will kill the American 
entrepreneurship that's lift¬ 
ed our economy over the 
years.” But the challenger’s 
attempts to get his cam¬ 
paign back on track ran 
into further difficulty in the 
form of criticism from fellow 
Republicans concerned 
with their own election 
prospects in the fall. 

“I have a very different view 
of the world,” said appoint¬ 
ed Sen. Dean Heller, taking 
issue with Romney’s dismis¬ 
sive comments about the 
47 percent of all Americans 
who pay no income taxes. 
“I don’t write anybody off,” 
Heller said. 

Obama spent the day in 
the White House, a rarity in 
a race with less than seven 
weeks yet to run. He invit¬ 


ed democracy advocate 
Aung San Suu Kyi of Myan¬ 
mar to the Oval Office, a 
chat between two Nobel 
Peace Prize winners. 
Romney raised campaign 


cash in Georgia, then 
headed for an evening 
speech in battleground 
Florida - one of about sev¬ 
en states that does not re¬ 
liably vote for either party. 


Because the U.S. presiden¬ 
tial election is decided on a 
state-by-state basis, rather 
than by popular vote, these 
battleground states will like¬ 
ly decide the electionO 



President Barack Obama talks with David Letterman on the set of the “Late Show With David Let- 
terman” at the Ed Sullivan Theater, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012, in New York. Fresh signs of a housing 
rebound in the U.S. and growing support in public opinion polls boosted President Barack Obama's 
bid for a new term in the White House on Wednesday as Republican rival Mitt Romney struggled to 
quell a video controversy. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


US Justice Department faults officials in gun probe 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice 
Department's internal watchdog 
on Wednesday referred more than 
a dozen people for possible disci¬ 
plinary action for their roles in a 
bungled gun-trafficking probe that 
resulted in hundreds of weapons 
turning up at crime scenes in the 
U.S. and Mexico. The report cleared 
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder. 
Two senior officials left the depart¬ 
ment, one by resignation and one 
by retirement, upon the report's 
release. The report did not criticize 
Holder, but said lower-level officials 
should have briefed him about the 
investigation much earlier. 

The trafficking probe, known as Fast 
and Furious, has become a source 
of political contention in the United 
States, with opposition Republicans 
claiming the operation is represen¬ 


tative of the ineptitude of President 
Barack Obama’s administration. 
Republicans in the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives voted in June to hold 
Holder in contempt of Congress 
accusing him of stonewalling the 
investigation. Democrats accused 
Republicans of being more inter¬ 
ested in shameful election-year 
politics than documents. 

In the 471-page report. Inspector 
General Michael Horowitz found no 
evidence that Holder was informed 
about the operation before Jan. 31, 
2011, or that the attorney general 
was told about the much-disputed 
gun-walking operation which had 
begun under the Republican ad¬ 
ministration of President George W. 
Bush. Operation Fast and Furious 
was launched in 2009 to catch traf¬ 
ficking kingpins, but federal agents 


lost track of most of the weapons 
they were trying to trace. Some of 
the guns purchased illegally with 
the government’s knowledge were 
later found at crime scenes in the 
U.S. and Mexico. 

Critics have hammered federal au¬ 
thorities for allowing informants to 
walk away from Arizona gun shops 
with weapons, rather than immedi¬ 
ately arresting suspects and seizing 
firearms. 

Since the fatal shootout near the 
U.S.-Mexico line in December 2010, 
deep flaws in the government’s 
weapons trafficking case have 
come to light, and federal authori¬ 
ties have repeatedly declined to 
disclose information related to the 
death of Border Patrol Agent Brian 
Terry, such as what became of the 
gun used to kill him. 


The inspector general found fault 
with the work of the senior leader¬ 
ship at the Bureau of Alcohol, To¬ 
bacco and Explosives, the ATF staff 
and U.S. attorney’s office in Phoenix 
and senior officials of Justice’s crim¬ 
inal division in Washington. He also 
said that poor internal information¬ 
gathering and drafting at Justice 
and ATF caused the department to 
initially misinform Congress about 
Fast and Furious. 

“The inspector general's report 
confirms findings by Congress' in¬ 
vestigation of a near total disregard 
for public safety in Operation Fast 
and Furious,” said Rep. Darrell Issa, 
chairman of the House Oversight 
and Government Reform Commit¬ 
tee, which has been investigating 
Operation Fast and Furious since 
early 201 !.□ 
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Barge traffic halted near Mississippi lock 


US planning to 
invite China to 
naval 
exercises 

AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The 
U.S. intends to ask China 
to a send a ship to join the 
world’s largest maritime 
exercises for the first time 
in Hawaiian waters in two 
years. 

The Navy will invite the 
Asian nation to send a ship 
to the 2014 Rim of the Pa¬ 
cific exercises, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta 
told reporters in Beijing on 
Wednesday. 

China sent military observ¬ 
ers to watch the drills in 
1998 but has never sent a 
vessel. 

Panetta said he discussed 
ways to extend coopera¬ 
tion between the two mili¬ 
taries during a meeting 
with China's national de¬ 
fense minister, Gen. Liang 
Guanglie. 

The defense secretary 
noted that China and the 
U.S. participated this week 
in an exercise to counter 
pirates in the Gulf of Aden 
between Somalia and Ye¬ 
men. 

“To build on this positive 
momentum, I informed 
General Liang today that 
the United States Navy will 
invite China to send a ship 
to participate in RIMPAC 
2014 exercise,” Panetta 
said in a transcript of the 
news conference provid¬ 
ed by the Pentagon. 

The U.S. Pacific Fleet hosts 
the drills every two years. 
This year, 22 countries par¬ 
ticipated, including Japan, 
Russia and South Korea. 
The exercises lasted over 
a month and included 
25,000 sailors and other mil¬ 
itary personnel, 42 surface 
ships, six submarines and 
200 aircraft. 


JIMSUHR 
Associated Press 
GRANITE CITY, Illinois (AP) — 
Crews scrambled to make 
repairs Wednesday near 
the busiest Mississippi River 
lock shut down because of 
damage blamed partly on 
the summer drought, snarl¬ 
ing hundreds of barges and 
tugboats in a backlog that 
was growing worse by the 
hour. 

Workers closed Lock 27 just 
north of St. Louis last Satur¬ 
day after discovering that 
a protection cell — a verti¬ 
cal, rock-filled steel cylinder 
against which barges rub to 
help align them for proper 
entry into the lock — had 
split open, spilling into the 
channel tons of the rock 
that ultimately obstructed 
passage. 

That damage was on an un¬ 
armored section of the pro¬ 
tection cell that the barges 
don’t typically make con¬ 
tact with because that por¬ 
tion often is 15 to 20 feet(5 
to 6 meters) under water. 
But that part of the struc¬ 
ture stands exposed be¬ 
cause the river's level has 


RANDALL CHASE 
Associated Press 
DOVER, Delaware (AP) — 
Attorneys for News Corp. 
asked a Delaware judge 
on Wednesday to dismiss a 
shareholder lawsuit alleging 
that company directors al¬ 
lowed a damaging cover- 
up of the phone hacking 
scandal in Britain. 

The plaintiffs claim the 
board, in blind deference 
to CEO Rupert Murdoch, 
ignored several red flags 
about the extent of the 
hacking, dating back sev¬ 
eral years, and failed to act 
until the scandal exploded 
last year after British authori¬ 
ties reopened an investi¬ 
gation into the Murdoch- 


been lowered dramatically 
by America's worst drought 
in decades, officials said. 
The lingering drought also 
has narrowed the Mississippi 


— the nation's chief high¬ 
way for barge traffic, leav¬ 
ing towboat pilots strug- 


owned tabloid News of the 
World. 

The shareholders say the 
damaging financial fallout 
included the folding of the 
best-selling News of the 
World after 168 years and 
News Corp. being pres¬ 
sured to withdraw its $12 
billion takeover bid for sat¬ 
ellite broadcaster British Sky 
Broadcasting Group PLC. 
Investigations into the hack¬ 
ing scandal have resulted 
in more than 40 arrests. 
Among those facing crimi¬ 
nal charges are Rebekah 
Brooks, the former chief of 
News Corp.’s British opera¬ 
tions, and Andy Coulson, a 
former tabloid editor and 
the former communications 


gling to find a safe place 
to park their barges river as 
they wait out the repairs Pe¬ 
tersen said could be com¬ 
pleted as early as Thursday. 


As of Wednesday morning, 
nearly five dozen tugboats 
and more than 400 barges 


chief for Prime Minister Da¬ 
vid Cameron. 

Attorneys for the sharehold¬ 
ers argued that the extent 
of the hacking should have 
been clear to News Corp. 
directors no later than July 
2009, when The Guardian 
newspaper, a News Corp. 
rival, published an article 
suggesting that the prob¬ 
lem extended far beyond 
a single rogue reporter, as 
News Corp. had previously 
claimed. 

Shareholder attorney Jay 
Eisenhofer said News Corp. 
directors took no action in 
response to the Guardian 
article but instead stood by 
as News Corp.’s British news¬ 
paper subsidiary. News In- 


— carrying enough cargo 
to fill 2,400 railcars or 23,600 
large tractor-trailers — were 
caught up in the logjam, a 
Coast Guard spokesman in 
St. Louis said. 

Roughly half of the U.S. 
farm exports pass through 
that lock now is closed at 
a time growers throughout 
the Midwest are harvesting 
their corn and soybeans, 
Petersen said. 

Just a year since the Mis¬ 
sissippi rose in some plac¬ 
es to record levels, traffic 
along the river sometimes 
resembling a slow-motion 
freeway at times has been 
brought to a crawl, if not 
a congested mess. Several 
lower stretches have been 
closed, and barges have 
run aground. Other times, 
towboat pilots have had to 
wait at narrower channels 
for a barge to pass through 
in the opposite direction 
before easing their own 
way through, snarling traf¬ 
fic. 

One estimate put barge in¬ 
dustry losses at $1 billion the 
last time the Mississippi was 
this low, in 1988. 


ternational, engaged in a 
systematic cover-up that 
included destruction of e- 
mails and computers 
“The directors should be 
held liable for the cover-up 
that took place between 
2009 and 2011,” Eisenhofer 
told the judge. 

Attorneys for New York- 
based News Corp. argue 
that the plaintiffs had not 
met the standards under 
Delaware law for bringing 
the lawsuit or demonstrat¬ 
ed that the board acted in 
bad faith. 

Defense attorney Gregory 
Varallo described the law¬ 
suit as a “dog’s breakfast” 
mishmash of unsustainable 
claims. 


News Corp. seeks dismissal of hacking suit 



A barge eases southbound in a Mississippi River channel toward 
a lock that remained shut down Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012, in 
Granite City, III., causing a traffic jam of dozens of tugboats and 
hundreds of barges. The river at that stretch was shut down since 
workers last weekend discovered damage to a vertical, rock- 
filled steel tube called a “protector cell” that serves as a buffer 
that barges rub against, aligning them before they actually enter 
the lock. 

(AP Photo/Jim Suhr) 
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Congress nears end of low-output session 



A group photograph of the incoming House freshmen sits on 
a desk in the office of Rep. James Lankford (R-Okla.) in Wash¬ 
ington. Lawmakers plan to leave town and not return until after 
the election, leaving behind a staggering pile of bills, many of 
pressing importance to voters across the nation. 

(Drew Angerer/ The New York Times) 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Members 
of Congress feel mighfy 
proud of fhemselves this 
week, mainly because they 
appear to be avoiding a 
government shutdown - an 
outcome taken as an ac¬ 
tual accomplishment in this 
turbulent and acrimonious 
legislature. But by the end 
of this week, lawmakers 
plan to leave town and not 
return until after the elec¬ 
tion, leaving behind a stag¬ 
gering pile of bills, many of 
pressing importance to vot¬ 
ers across the nation. 
Indeed, the 112th Congress 
is set to enter the congres¬ 
sional record books as the 
least productive body in a 
generation, passing a mere 
173 public laws as of last 
month. That was well below 
the 906 enacted from Janu¬ 
ary 1947 through December 
1948 by the body President 
Harry S. Truman referred to 
as the “do nothing” Con¬ 
gress, and far fewer than 
even the a single session of 
many prior Congresses. 
Partisanship and process 
have impeded measures 
that have traditionally been 
easy-peasy affairs - like the 
farm bill, or a measure to 
protect women against do¬ 
mestic violence - as well as 
those that have an impact 
on national security, for in¬ 
stance a bill to combat cy¬ 
bercrimes and a bipartisan 
measure to finance the 
military. A measure to shore 
up the ailing postal system 
might as well have been 
marked return to sender. 
A broadly supported mea¬ 
sure that would normalize 
trade relations with Russia 
stalled. 

Appropriations bills, once 


the central function of the 
legislative branch, have 
been ditched in favor of 
short-term spending mea¬ 
sures that do little more 
than keep the lights on. 
After the election, when 
the makeup of the White 
House and the next Con¬ 
gress are known, there will 
be a lame duck session 


during which myriad tax 
issues will be tackled, or, 
somehow punted into the 
next year. 

Both sides want to undo im¬ 
pending cuts to the military 
and other parts of govern¬ 
ment that resulted from an 
agreement last summer to 
raise the debt ceiling. The 
Republican-led House has 


passed a measure that has 
no shot in the Senate, be¬ 
cause it relies on cuts to 
other domestic programs 
opposed by majority Dem¬ 
ocrats. 

As such, Congress is about 
to recess not with a victori¬ 
ous bang, but rather with a 
bleat of resignation. 

“It’s very frustrating to have 
worked on legislation that 
really matters to our coun¬ 
try like the cybersecurity bill 
and legislation to save the 
Postal Service and just have 
them gather dust,” said 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine. 
“It’s also extraordinary,” she 
said, “at a time when we 
have a $16 trillion debt and 
we are facing the threat 
of enormous tax increases 
plus mindless across-the- 
board cuts that Congress 
is unable to even pass a 
budget. In the House, the 
Republican freshmen are 
humbled. Rep. Paul D. 
Ryan, their budget guru, 
floats around the United 


States on a campaign 
plane as Mitt Romney's run¬ 
ning mate, their appropria- 
tors are handcuffed and 
sulking and their speaker is 
still hamstrung. 

Across the Rotunda, Sen. 
Harry Reid, the Nevada 
Democrat and majority 
leader, seems content to 
achieve little, both as a 
way of avoiding filibusters 
and embarrassing votes 
for incumbents up for re- 
election, as well long floor 
proceedings that serve 
only to keep members off 
the campaign trail. (To be 
totally fair, before leaving 
the Senate might enter¬ 
tain a measure that would, 
among other things, make 
it easier to bring home po¬ 
lar bears shot in Canada.) 

In that chamber, too, ap- 
propriators have been dis¬ 
abled, with leaders using 
the excuse that the House 
will not negotiate in good 
faith by using the same 
budget numbers. 
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Extremists showing up on front lines in Syria 



Col. Abdel-Jabbar Aqidi, a top rebel commander for the 
Aleppo area, during an interview with the Associated Press, 
in Dwaar Al Zeytoun, on the outskirts of Aleppo, Syria. Col. 
Aqidi told The Associated Press there were maybe 500 jihadis 
involved in the battle for Aleppo, while a report from the Quil- 
liam Foundation, a London-based think tank studying extrem¬ 
ism, estimated a total of 1,200-1,500 foreign fighters total in the 
whole country. 

(AP Photo) 


Russia accuses USAID 


PAULSCHEMM 
Associated Press 
TEL RIFAAT, Syria (AP) — The 
bearded gunmen who sur¬ 
rounded the car full of for¬ 
eign journalists in a northern 
Syrian village were clearly 
not Syrians. A heavyset man 
in a brown gown stepped 
forward, announced he was 
Iraqi and fingered through 
the American passport he 
had confiscated. 

“We know all American jour¬ 
nalists are spies. Now tell us 
what you are doing here 
and who you are spying for,” 
he said in English before go¬ 
ing on to accuse the U.S. of 
the destruction of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

“I really want to cut your 
head off right now,” he add¬ 
ed, telling his men, many of 
whom appeared to have 
North African accents, that 
this American kills Muslims. 
With the intervention of near¬ 
by villagers, the confronta¬ 
tion eventually was defused. 
But it underscored the un¬ 
predictable element that 
foreign fighters bring to the 
Syrian conflict. 

Most of fhose fighting the 
regime of President Bashar 
Assad are ordinary Syrians 
and soldiers who have de¬ 
fected, having become fed 
up with the authoritarian 


LYNN BERRY 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Rus¬ 
sia explained its decision 
to end the U.S. Agency 
for International Devel¬ 
opment’s two decades 
of work in Russia by say¬ 
ing Wednesday that the 
agency was using its mon¬ 
ey to influence elections 
— a claim the U.S. denied. 
The U.S. State Department 
announced Tuesday that 
Russia has demanded 


USAID leave the country, 
a culmination of years 
of resenfmenf over what 
Moscow sees as American 
interference aimed at un¬ 
dermining President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin's hold on power. 
“We are talking about at¬ 
tempts through the issu¬ 
ing of grants to affect the 
course of polifical process¬ 
es, including elections on 
various levels, and institu¬ 
tions of civil society,” For¬ 
eign Ministry spokesman 


government, analysts say. 
But increasingly, foreign 
fighters and those adhering 
to an extremist Islamist ide¬ 
ology are turning up on the 
front lines. The rebels are try¬ 
ing to play down their influ¬ 
ence for fear of alienating 
Western support, but as the 
18-month-old fight grinds 
on, the influence of these 
extremists is set to grow. 

On Monday, a U.N. panel 
reported a rise in the num¬ 
ber of foreign fighters in the 
conflict and warned that it 
could radicalize the rebel¬ 
lion. 

The Syrian government has 
always blamed the uprising 


of swaying 

Alexander Lukashevich 
said. 

Nearly 60 percent of the 
aid agency’s $50 million 
annual budget this year 
has been allocated for the 
promotion of democracy 
and civil society in Russia. 
Some of this money has 
gone to support Russia's 
only independent election 
monitoring group, Golos, 
which fielded thousands 
of observers in last winter's 
elections and compiled 
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on foreign terrorists, despite 
months of peaceful protests 
by ordinary citizens that 
only turned violent after re¬ 
peated attacks by security 
forces.Talk about the role of 
foreign jihadists in the Syrian 
civil war began in earnest, 
however, with the rise in sui¬ 
cide bombings. U.S. Nation¬ 
al Director of Intelligence 
James Clapper said in Feb¬ 
ruary that those attacks 
“bore the earmarks” of the 
jihadists in neighboring Iraq. 
Rebel commanders are 
quick to dismiss the role of 
the foreign fighters and reli¬ 
gious extremists, describing 
their numbers as few and 
their contribution as paltry. 


elections 

reports of widespread vote 
fraud in support of Putin’s 
party. 

Putin had accused West¬ 
ern governments of trying 
to influence the December 
parliamentary vote through 
their grant recipients, and 
a state-owned television 
channel directly denounced 
Golos, showing suitcases full 
of dollars that the group 
supposedly had received. 
After those elections set off 
an unprecedented wave of 
protests, Putin accused the 
demonstrators of being in 
the pay of Washington. 

“We completely reject the 
notion that our support for 
civil society, democracy, hu¬ 
man rights in any way inter¬ 
feres with elections, whether 
in Russia or anywhere else in 
the world,” spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland told report¬ 
ers in Washington. 
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Israel to Iran: Jewish state can defend itself 


GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — A senior Is¬ 
raeli official warned Iran 
on Wednesday to stop its 
“direct and blunt threats” 
against his country, telling 
a 155-nation nuclear con¬ 
ference the Jewish state 
is ready to defend itself 
against any nation that 
menaces its existence. 

Israeli nuclear chief Shaul 
Chorev avoided any sug¬ 
gestion that his country was 
contemplating a military 
strike on Iran’s nuclear facili¬ 
ties — a scenario that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu is increasingly sug¬ 
gesting may be necessary 
to stop what he says is Teh¬ 
ran’s path toward atomic 
arms. 

Still, Chorev’s hard-edged 
comments to the Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Agen¬ 
cy's annual general confer¬ 
ence were another remind¬ 
er of the enmity between 
the archrivals that have led 
to highly charged tensions 
the United States and others 
fear may spiral into armed 


conflict. 

Iran denies any interest in 
owning nuclear weapons. 
It says it is enriching urani¬ 
um solely to make reactor 
fuel and for medical re¬ 
search. But Israel, which is 
widely considered to have 
such arms, asserts Tehran 
wants ultimately to enrich 
to levels higher than reac¬ 
tor grade to create weap- 
ons-grade material used 
to arm warheads. 

Israel, the United States, 
and allies of the two na¬ 
tions have provided intel¬ 
ligence to the IAEA on 
alleged Iranian nuclear 
weapons research and 
development, and while 
Iran dismisses the intelli¬ 
gence as fabricated, the 
IAEA takes the allegations 
seriously. 

Alluding to Iranian state¬ 
ments questioning Isra¬ 
el's right to exist, Chorev 
warned that his country 
“does not remain indiffer¬ 
ent in view of such direct 
and blunt threats.” 

“Israel is competent to 
deter its enemies and to 


defend itself,” he told the 
meeting. 

It has been Israel, however, 
that has done the most re¬ 


strikes as the only alterna¬ 
tive to stopping Iran from 
developing nuclear weap¬ 
ons. 


day to elect a president 
willing to draw a “red line” 
with Iran. 

In the past week, Netan¬ 
yahu has urged President 
Barack Obama and other 
world leaders to state clear¬ 
ly at what point Iran would 
face a military attack. But 
Obama and his top aides, 
who repeatedly say all op¬ 
tions remain on the table, 
have pointed to shared 
U.S.-lsraeli intelligence that 
suggests Iran hasn't decid¬ 
ed yet whether to build a 
bomb, despite pursuing the 
technology, and that there 
would be time for action 
beyond toughened sanc¬ 
tions already in place. 
Seeking to prove Israel 
wrong — and to blunt the 
possibility of a Middle East 
War — the United States 
and five other world pow¬ 
ers are attempting to re¬ 
vive stalled high-level nu¬ 
clear talks with Iran that 
were downgraded after a 
Moscow meeting in June 
ended without resolving a 
stalemate carried overfrom 
previous negotiationsO 



Israeli soldiers conduct a military exercise in the Israeli- 
controlled part of the Golan Heights, captured from neighboring 
Syria in the 1967 war, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. The Israeli 
military on Wednesday conducted its largest snap drill in years 
as tensions with Iran over its nuclear program rise and civil war in 
neighboring Syria rages. 

(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 


cent threatening. Arguing 
that diplomatic efforts and 
economic penalties have 
had no effect, hard-liners 
say that may leave military 


Israeli Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu, a pro¬ 
ponent of such an option, 
made a direct appeal to 
American voters on Sun¬ 


Italy court upholds 23 American convictions 


COLLEEN BARRY 
FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy’s highest 
criminal court on Wednes¬ 
day upheld the convictions 
of 23 Americans in the ab¬ 
duction of an Egyptian ter¬ 
ror suspect from a Milan 
street as part of the CIA’s 
extraordinary rendition pro¬ 
gram, paving the way to 
possible extradition requests 
by Italian authorities. 

The ruling by the Court of 
Cassation marks the final 
appeal in the first trial any¬ 
where in the world involving 
the CIA's practice of ab¬ 
ducting terror suspects and 
transferring them to third 
countries where torture is 
permitted. 

The Americans were con¬ 
victed in absentia follow¬ 
ing a three-and-a-half-year 
trial, and have never been 
in Italian custody. They risk 
arrest if they travel to Eu¬ 
rope and one of their court- 
appointed lawyers suggest¬ 


ed that the final verdict 
would open the way for 
the Italian government to 
seek their extradition. 

“It went badly. It went very 
badly,” lawyer Alessia Sor- 
gato said after the court 
announced its decision af¬ 
ter a day of deliberations. 
“Now they will ask for ex¬ 
tradition.” 

Milan Prosecutor Armando 
Spataro, one of Italy’s top 
anti-terrorism magistrates 
who shaped the prosecu¬ 
tion, hailed the top court’s 
decision, saying it was tan¬ 
tamount to a finding that 
extraordinary rendition 
“is incompatible with de¬ 
mocracy.” 

The CIA declined to com¬ 
ment. The court will make 
public its reasoning be¬ 
hind the decision in a writ¬ 
ten document in about 90 
days. “We will see if the 
minister of justice intends 
to request extradition, 
since the final verdict pos¬ 
es this issue,” Spataro said. 


The Americans and two 
Italians were convicted in 
November 2009 of involve¬ 
ment in the kidnapping of 
Osama Moustafa Hassan 


Nasr, also known as Abu 
Omar, on Feb. 17, 2003 — 
the first convictions any¬ 
where in the world against 
people involved in the 


CIA’s practice of abduct¬ 
ing terror suspects and 
transferring them to third 
countries where torture 
was permittedO 
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Japan’s central bank joins Fed in easing policy 


ELAINE KURTENBACH 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan's cen¬ 
tral bank on Wednesday 
ramped up its efforts to spur 
economic growth, follow¬ 
ing similar steps by central 
bankers in the United States 
and Europe. 

The Bank of Japan an¬ 
nounced it would boost 
the size and duration of a 
government bond-buying 
program that's intended 
to encourage borrowing 
and spending and make 
Japan's exports more com¬ 
petitive. 

Purchases of government 
bonds keep downward 
pressure on interest rates 
and the yen, whose rise has 
made Japanese products 
more expensive relative to 
other countries' exports. 
After a two-day policy 
meeting, the BOJ said it 
would spend an additional 
10 trillion yen on short- and 
long-term government 
bonds and bills. And it said 
it would make those pur¬ 
chases through the end of 
2013, a six-month extension. 
The bank also eliminated 


a minimum required inter¬ 
est rate on the government 
bonds it buys. 

“There remains a high de¬ 
gree of uncertainty about 
the global economy,” the 
bank said in a statement. 
“The pick-up in econom¬ 
ic activity has come to a 
pause,” it said, forecasting 
that activity will remain flat. 
Masayuki Kichikawa, an 
economist at Bank of Amer- 
ica-Merrill Lynch, charac¬ 
terized the BOJ’s move as 
a “pleasant surprise.” The 
central bank had not been 
expected to ease policy 
until late October. 

Recent weak economic 
data and pressure from pol¬ 
iticians worried about a fur¬ 
ther deterioration ahead of 
elections, expected soon, 
may have played a role. 
The U.S. Federal Reserve, 
similarly alarmed by chronic 
weakness in the U.S. econ¬ 
omy, launched an aggres¬ 
sive new effort Thursday to 
boost the stock market and 
make borrowing cheaper 
for years to come. The Fed 
said it would buy mort¬ 
gage bonds for as long as it 


deems necessary and keep 
interest rates at record lows 
until mid-2015. 

And earlier this month, the 
European Central Bank an¬ 
nounced its most ambitious 
plan yet to ease Europe’s 
financial crisis by buying un¬ 


limited amounts of govern¬ 
ment bonds to help coun¬ 
tries manage their debts. 
Joshua Feinman, chief 
global economist at DB Ad¬ 


visors, says he doubts that 
the central banks have 
jointly orchestrated their 
latest actions. At the same 
time, they communicate 
regularly and are taking 
similar steps because their 
economies are all weak, 


Feinman notes. 

Central banks already have 
pushed short-term rates 
nearly as low as possible. 
That leaves government 


bond purchases as one of 
their few remaining tools. 
The Bank of Japan is prob¬ 
ably reacting to the Fed’s 
action last week, says Ro¬ 
berto Perli, a former Fed 
official who is a managing 
director at the International 
Strategy & Investment re¬ 
search firm. 

The Fed’s additional bond 
purchases will likely drive 
the value of the dollar down 
— and the yen's value up. 
That would put Japan's ex¬ 
porters at a price disadvan¬ 
tage, something its fragile 
economy can't afford. So 
the Bank of Japan is coun¬ 
tering by buying Japanese 
government bonds to try to 
force down long-term rates 
and the yen, Perli says. 
Japan has also been wres¬ 
tling for years with deflation, 
or falling prices, which can 
be a drag on economic 
growth. The rapid aging of 
the population has made 
the effort to break free from 
prolonged deflation dou¬ 
bly difficult. The Bank of Ja¬ 
pan’s additional bond pur¬ 
chases could help stem a 
decline in prices. 



The Bank of Japan building is reflected on the glass covering 
the plate of its adjunct museum in Tokyo. Japan's central bank 
expanded its monetary easing by 10 trillion yen ($126 billion) 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012, moving to nurture the country’s fee¬ 
ble economic recovery and cushion its exporters from the yen's 
rise against other currencies. 

(AP Photo/Shizuo Kambayashi) 
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Spain has space, but limited 
time to seek further bailout 


ALAN CLENDENNING 
Associated Press 

MADRID (AP) — Spain is breathing a little 
easier ever since the European Central 
Bank said it would buy unlimited amounts 
of government bonds to help countries like 
it that are being strangled by their debts. 
After the ECB pledged two weeks ago to 
rescue countries that seek the bank's help, 
Spanish borrowing costs have fallen sharp¬ 
ly — a sign that investors are more confi¬ 
dent the government can pay its bills. 

Yet Spain, which has the fourth-largest 
economy among the 17 countries that use 
the euro, isn’t out of the danger zone. How 
its leaders interpret and respond to the re¬ 
cent calm in financial markets matters. 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy said last week 
that Spain may not need outside help now 
that the interest rates on its bonds have 
fallen to more manageable levels. But this 
reprieve may not last. 

Spain's economy is shrinking, its banks are 
struggling under the weight of a collapsed 
real estate market and the debts of its re¬ 
gional governments are piling higher. And 
with unemployment at almost 25 percent, 
social unrest is rising as further austerity 
measures loom. 

It isn’t clear if financial markets have eased 


up on Spain simply because the ECB stands 
ready to act as the so-called lender of last 
resort, or whether bond investors expect 
Spain to seek a financial lifeline — and if 
so, how soon. 

Analysts say that if Spain doesn’t request 
a bailout, it is only a matter of time before 
its borrowing costs rise to unhealthy levels 
again. 

“Spain is in a situation where some dramat¬ 
ic event, be it political instability, another 
bank collapse or another region in diffi¬ 
culty, could send bond yields to the roof 
overnight,” said Vincent Forest, a London- 
based economist with the Economist Intel¬ 
ligence Unit. 

Spain’s borrowing costs have fluctuated 
this week as uncertainty about Rajoy’s 
plans seeps into the market's psychology. 
The interest rate, or yield, on Spanish 10- 
year bonds fell to a six-month low of 5.62 
percent in the days after the ECB bond¬ 
buying plan was announced. That was 
down from a July 24 peak of 7.54 percent 
— near the level that forced Greece, Por¬ 
tugal and Ireland to seek international bail¬ 
outs. 

On Wednesday, the yield on Spanish 10- 
year bonds stood at 5.68 percent, falling 
from 6 percent the day before. 
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South Africa: Lonmin miners ready to resume work 


CARLEY PETESCH 
Associated Press 
MARIKANA, South Africa 
(AP) — Lonmin miners cel¬ 
ebrated a wage deal 
Wednesday that ended 
a deadly and prolonged 
strike but labor unrest con¬ 
tinued with police firing 
rubber bullets and tear 
gas at strikers at a different 
platinum mine. 

Some warned that the deal 
struck by Lonmin to give 
its 28,000 workers up to 22 
percent pay raises would 
incite other miners to simi¬ 
lar action. Lonmin also 
employs 10,000 contract 
workers not covered by the 
agreement. 

“It sets a dangerous prec¬ 
edent and illegal actions 
to enforce wage increases 
could occur at other mines 
in future,” said Gideon du 
Plessis, head of the main¬ 
ly white Solidarity mining 
union. 

The Lonmin agreement 
reached Tuesday night 
does not resolve the union 
rivalry that was at the heart 
of the violence, nor the 
class struggle that it ex¬ 
posed between a small, 
politically connected black 
elite and the majority of im¬ 
poverished South Africans 
who feel the government 
has failed to keep its prom¬ 
ise of a better life for all. 
And the political and eco¬ 
nomic fallout likely will hurt 
the re-election campaign 
of South African President 
Jacob Zuma, whom miners 
blame for the police shoot¬ 
ings of 112 striking miners, 
which killed 34 on Aug. 16. 
The total number of those 
who died during the strike 
rose to 46 Wednesday 
when a woman died in 
hospital after being shot on 
Saturday when police raid¬ 
ed the Wonderkop settle¬ 
ment, according to media¬ 
tor Bishop Joe Seoka. 

At the Lonmin mine at 
Marikana, the world's third 
largest platinum mine, 
thousands gathered and 
sang the national anthem 
in piercing heat, holding 
up umbrellas to block the 
sun. Workers cheered and 
laughed as they walked 
into the mine stadium. 
Many hurt by the no-work, 
no-pay stoppage said they 
would be happy to return 


to work Thursday. 

Lonmin agreed to a gross 
pay of 11,078 rand ($1,385) 
for rock drill operators who 
had been demanding a 
monthly take-home wage 
of 12,500 rand ($1,560). 
They also agreed to give all 
miners a 2,000 rand ($250) 
bonus for returning to work. 
A statement from the com¬ 
pany said that miners will 
receive between 11 and 22 
percent wage increases. 

“If everyone is happy with 
the money, I am also hap¬ 
py with them because I 
am here to work for my 
children," said miner Stan 
Chayisa. 

“I am so happy,” said Mve- 
nyeza Luhlaziyao, 48, a 
painter at the mines. “I try to 
forget the past and contin¬ 
ue to move forward ... We 
must continue to build the 
company and manage¬ 
ment must listen to us in the 
future. People didn't care 
about us, that's why we de¬ 
cided to go on strike.” 

Zolisa Bodlani, one of the 
strike leaders, said the 
agreement is noteworthy. 
“If no people were killed. 
I’d say this was a great 
achievement,” he said. 
“We've never in the history 
of South Africa had such an 


PEDRO SERVIN 
Associated Press 
ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) 
— A powerful storm killed 
five people and injured 
81 in Paraguay as it blew 
across the southern cone of 
South America on Wednes¬ 
day, ripping roofs off ram¬ 
shackle homes and leaving 
thousands of people with¬ 
out shelter. 

No deaths were reported 
outside Paraguay, but 
power outages were wide¬ 
spread and many people 
had to be evacuated as 
rivers overran their banks 
and coastal areas flooded. 
Wind gusts reached above 
100 kph (62 mph) and 
heavy rains raked Para¬ 
guay, southern Brazil, north¬ 
ern Argentina and Uruguay. 
Near Paraguay’s capital, 
Asuncion, four soldiers died 
and 14 were injured when 
their dormitory roof caved 
in, and a falling sign killed a 
teenage girl outside a shop- 


increase of pay as 22 per¬ 
cent.” 

Two wives of winch opera¬ 
tors expressed their plea¬ 
sure that the strike had 
ended. 

“The weeks without pay 


were terrible,” said Plaxedes 
Matemba, a 39-year-old 
mother of two. 

“It will make life better for 
us,” she said of the pay 
raise. Still, many expressed 
anger toward the govern¬ 
ment, questioning Zuma’s 
leadership as he prepares 
for a crucial governing par¬ 


ping center in the suburb of 
Mariano Roque Alonso. 

“All the lights went out and 
the wind began to blow, 
but this wind we thought it 
was a hurricane. It lasted 
about two minutes. It was 
terrible,” said Andres Ca¬ 
ballero, who was inside the 


ty congress in December 
that will decide whether he 
gets another term as leader 
of Africa’s richest economy. 
They “brought the police to 
shoot us, so I don't believe 
the current president of 


South Africa should be the 
president again. There must 
be change,” said miner Mi¬ 
chael Maleswa. 

Another, Johannes Hlkela, 
said “I don’t believe he 
(Zuma) should be president 
again because of the way 
he has killed people like 
animals.” 


shopping center. 

Tin roofs littered the streets 
of the suburb after the 
storm blew through, and 
Mayor Heriberto Marmol 
said that “a large part of 
the city needs to be recon¬ 
structed.” 

Paraguay’s interior minister. 


Strikers had spoken against 
the huge economic in¬ 
equality and the govern¬ 
ment's failure to address 
massive unemployment 
and poverty. Most Lonmin 
miners live in tin shacks with¬ 
out water or electricity. 

The strike has highlighted 
the country’s widening gap 
between the majority poor 
and a small black elite en¬ 
riched, often corruptly, 
through shares in mines. 
Government plans in the 
aftermath of the brutal 
apartheid regime to share 
the wealth of a country that 
provides 75 percent of the 
world’s platinum, a fourth of 
its chrome and is in the top 
10 of gold producers have 
made a small handful of 
blacks billionaires, joining a 
small white elite that contin¬ 
ues to control an economy 
dominated by mineral re¬ 
sources and agriculture. 

The exuberant crowd at 
Lonmin was addressed by 
Joseph Mathunjwa, presi¬ 
dent of the breakaway As¬ 
sociation of Mineworkers 
and Construction Union 
that has poached thou¬ 
sands of members from the 
dominant, government-al¬ 
lied National Union of Mine- 
workers this year. 


Carmelo Caballero, said 
the national emergency 
office would donate ma¬ 
terials so that people can 
rebuild. 

Meteorologist Eliana Klering 
in Brazil said the cold front 
caused heavy downpours 
and flooding, with winds 
that “reached 100 kilome¬ 
ters per hour and ripped 
tiles off roofs.” Uruguay’s 
government closed shop¬ 
ping malls and shut down 
its ports as a precaution, 
suspending ferry service to 
Argentina's capital of Bue¬ 
nos Aires. The wind broke 
windows in several buildings 
in Uruguay's capital and 
toppled about a hundred 
trees. Three of the country’s 
highways were cut off by 
flooding. The low-pressure 
system also sucked humidi¬ 
ty from northwestern Argen¬ 
tina, where high winds and 
unseasonably hot tempera¬ 
tures combined to spark at 
least eight wildfires. 


Powerful storm rips through South America 



High waves from Rio de la Plata River crash over the sea wall on 
to an avenue during a heavy wind storm in Montevideo, Uru¬ 
guay, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. A powerful storm blew across 
the southern cone of South America, breaking windows in sever¬ 
al buildings in Uruguay’s capital, toppling about a hundred trees 
and cutting off three highways due to flooding. 

(AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico) 



Miners sing and dance whilst holding South African bank notes 
in Lonmin Platinum Mine near Rustenburg, South Africa, Wednes¬ 
day, Sept. 19, 2012. Striking miners have accepted a company 
offer of a 22% overall pay increase to end more than five weeks 
of crippling and bloody industrial action. 

(AP Photo/Themba Hadebe) 
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Capriles, Chavez campaign 
for youth and female votes 


A supporter of opposition presidential candidate Henrique 
Capriles attends a campaign rally in Puerto Cabello, Venezuela. 
Capriles is mobbed at rallies by ecstatic women who press close 
to touch him and leave scratches on his arms and neck. Some 
shout “Marry me!” to the single 40-year-old who’s trying to unseat 
President Hugo Chavez in next month’s hotly contested vote. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Presidential candi¬ 
date Henrique Capriles is 
mobbed at rallies by ec¬ 
static women who press 
close to touch him and 
leave scratches on his arms 
and neck. Some shout 
“Marry me!” to the single 
40-year-old who's trying 
to unseat President Hugo 
Chavez in next month’s 
hotly contested vote. 

The 58-year-old Chavez 
campaigns as the living 
legend who for more than 
13 years has remade this 
oil-rich country in his social¬ 
istic vision. But he’s also ad¬ 
justing his approach as he 
confronts for the first time a 
younger, charismatic rival. 
The two are taking at times 
contrasting approaches 
ahead of Venezuela's Ocf. 
7 election but they’re aim¬ 
ing for the same pool of 
swing voters made up of 
Venezuelans under 30 and 
women of all social classes. 
While recent polls show 
everything from a fie to 
a double-digit lead for 
Chavez, they've also re¬ 
vealed between 10 and 20 
percent of voters who are 
either undecided or won’t 
say whom they support. 
Most of those — about 
1.5 million of them — are 
working-class voters who 
will play a crucial role in 
the election, said Angel Al¬ 
varez, a professor of politi¬ 
cal science at Venezuela’s 
Central University. 

To try to persuade them, 
Chavez and his cam¬ 
paign have been using 
“the threat that Henrique 
Capriles has a package of 
secret economic measures 
that are going to seriously 
affect them,” Alvarez said. 
“As for Capriles’ side. I’d 
say the strategy is to show 
that Chavez’s government 
has performed badly in a 
range of areas from crime 
to jobs,” Alvarez said. “Who 
will win? The one that man¬ 
ages to convince those 
voters... that his adversary is 
the more dangerous one.” 
Capriles is also betting on 
his youthful appeal. He’s 


campaigned vigorously in 
more than 200 towns na¬ 
tionwide, pumping hands 
and sweating among the 
crowds. The opposition- 
aligned organization Voto 
Joven, or Youth Vote, es¬ 
timates that more than a 
third of registered voters 
are between the ages of 
18 and 25, making them a 
key target for both camps. 
As the response at cam¬ 
paign events show, 
Capriles’ appeal to wom¬ 
en has become another 
asset, turning the lean, ath¬ 
letic candidate into a kind 
of opposition sex symbol. 
On the stump, Capriles has 
argued that he would in¬ 
ject a fresh voice into poli¬ 
tics and replace a bloated 
administration that’s run 
out of ideas. He also tries to 
reassure Venezuelans that 
he won't take away the 


social programs started by 
Chavez and will manage a 
peaceful fransifion of pow¬ 
er. 

“I ask each Venezuelan 
to reflect deeply, put your 
hand on your heart and 
think if it can be better, 
and think if after 14 years, 
whether the one who didn't 
come through is going to 
do it in the next six years," 
Capriles told supporters at 
a rally on Monday. “Think 
about it, young people, 
women.” 

Chavez, for his parf, faces 
a challenge rare in elec¬ 
toral politics: trying to ap¬ 
pear fresh while seeking a 
third presidential term that 
would extend his time in of¬ 
fice fo fwo decades. 

First, Chavez has tried to 
erase doubts about his 
health after more than a 
year of cancer treatmentQ 




In this photo provided by the Ministry of Popular Power for 
Interior Relations and Justice, Venezuela's judicial police 
officers escort alleged Colombian drug trafficker Daniel Barrera, 
center, toward a helicopter at the Regional Command No. 1 
National Guard base in San Cristobal, Tachira state, Venezuela, 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. Colombia's President Juan Manuel 
Santos announced Tuesday evening that a man he described 
as Colombia's last big-time drug lord had been captured in 
neighboring Venezuela. It was the third arrest of a purported 
Colombian drug boss in the last year. Santos said alleged drug 
boss Daniel “Loco” Barrera was arrested in the Venezuelan city 
of San Cristobal after months of multinational cooperation that 
included help from the U.S. and other nations. 

(AP Photo) 

Venezuela: Drug lord Barrera 
changed look with surgeries 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — One of Colombia's 
most-wanfed drug lords 
changed his appearance 
through repeated plastic 
surgeries before he was 
captured in Venezuela 
while making a call from a 
public payphone, Venezu¬ 
ela’s justice minister said 
Wednesday. 

Daniel Barrera was hand¬ 
cuffed as he was led from a 
truck to a waiting helicop¬ 
ter Wednesday to be flown 
from the southwestern city 
of San Cristobal to the 
Venezuelan capital of Ca- 
racas.The 50-year-old Bar¬ 
rera was captured Tuesday 
after Colombian officials, 
who had been working 
with U.S. and British authori¬ 
ties, notified Venezuela that 
Barrera was making a call 
from one of dozens of pub¬ 
lic phones being monitor¬ 
ing in the area, Venezuelan 
Justice Minister Tareck El 
Aissami said at a news con¬ 
ference. The arrest of the 
man known as “El Loco,” 
or “The Madman,” was an¬ 
nounced Tuesday evening 
by Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos, who 
called Barrera “the last of 
the great capos." 


Barrera had been in Ven¬ 
ezuela since 2008 and 
owned ranches worth mil¬ 
lions of dollars, Colombia’s 
National Police director, 
Gen. Jose Roberto Leon, 
said at a news conference 
in Washington. 

Leon said Barrera had been 
posing as a cattle rancher 
and when detained was 
carrying a fake passport 
with the name Jose Tomas 
Lucumi that also said he 
was a resident of the Co¬ 
lombian city of Cali. 

The Colombian police 
chief thanked Venezuelan 
authorities for their coop¬ 
eration in capturing Bar¬ 
rera. Officials said the man 
was alone and didn’t resist 
when he was arrested at 
the payphone in front of a 
church in San Cristobal. 
Leon said the British intel¬ 
ligence service MI-6 had 
provided “special train¬ 
ing and technology" that 
helped make the capture 
possible. He said he had 
traveled to Ml-6's head¬ 
quarters last week, and 
that on Tuesday he went to 
Washington, where he re¬ 
ceived “another important 
contribution” from the CIA 
that allowed authorities to 
launch the operation to 
capture Barrera.□ 




















Official details released for Green Village 2012: It’s all about You! 


Continued from front 

Our local talents sharing the 
main stage are: Le Groove, 
D’Licious, Upgrade Music & 
Mike’s Disco. 

The legendary Heineken 
Bridge will again host the 
urban stage with our own 
urban talents,including DJ 
Vibes, DJ 101 and Basic 
One, and from our sister is¬ 
land Curacao, DJ Zoontje 
& ROl and Da Ridlaz for all 
our urban Heineken peo¬ 
ple. 

The sensational Electronic 
Stage will blow your mind 
with shows never seen be¬ 
fore on Aruba! Live Spin¬ 
ning action from DJ Big Rig, 
Nutz Beatz, Mista Tee, and 
Mitchell Nieymer and MC 
Mr. V.l. from Holland, who 
will literally light up every¬ 
body in the crowd. 

To keep you even more 
entertained Heineken in¬ 
troduces the brand new 
Art Corner where you can 
produce your street art on 
cool Heineken Merchan¬ 
dise. 

Remember this year it’s all 




about you! And we’ve got 
a great night full of suprises 
ready for you! 

This year the Green Village 
will be starting with the sun¬ 
set at 7pm, so make sure 
you get there early to enjoy 
every second of Green Vil¬ 
lage 2012. 

Last year we sold out on 
pre-sale anmd it looks like 
this year that’s exactly 
what is going to happen 
again, so get your ticket 
now for 25 florin at: Valero 
Boulevard, Valero Palm 
Beach, Valero Essoville, 
Valero Santa Cruz, Bula Surf 
Shop, Salad Skafe Shop, 
Manuelifo's, and Dragon 
CDQ 

Green Village 2012: 
Your Village, 


Your Heineken! 
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The 

Talented 
Pasta e 
Basta 
Singers to 
Perform at 
Tierra del 
Sol 

West Punt — A unique 
evening of magical mu¬ 
sic, spectacular decor 
and gourmet food is be¬ 
ing prepared at Tierra 
del Sol, offering the sing¬ 
ing stars of Pasta e Bas¬ 
ta, right here in Aruba for 
just two nights, Saturday 
22nd & Sunday 23rd. 
Tickets for the not-to-be- 
missed show are avail¬ 
able at the Tierra del 
Sol club house and at 
the Plaza Book Store in 
Oranjestad. 

Pasta e Basta is an Am¬ 
sterdam landmark, a 
famed restaurant where 
the dining room staff en¬ 
tertains patrons with a 
great selection of songs 
including classical mu- 
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sic, romantic ballads, 
pop songs, and con¬ 
temporary dance music, 
combining the world’s 
most beautiful songs with 
delicious food. 

Pasta e Basta enter¬ 
tained royalty, interna¬ 
tional movie stars and 
fashion celebrities in Am¬ 
sterdam and they are 
now in Aruba, for a two 
night limited engage¬ 
ment at Tierra del Sol. 

The club house culinary 
team is preparing a 
sumptuous Italian buf¬ 
fet to go with the spec¬ 
tacular Venice decor, 
combined with an open 
bar, for two very special 
events. 

Five of Pasta e Basta’s 
top stars, Joes Boonen, 
Jolijn Middelhoff, Ann- 
Marie van den Aarsen, 
Kim Stutterheim, and Idol 
star David Concalves, 
will sing and dance right 
into your heart, deliver¬ 
ing a rich and diverse 


repertory, an enchant¬ 
ing, interactive musical 
program, a must-see 
and experience. 

The stars of Pasta e Basta 
tour Curacao every year 
and are always enthu¬ 
siastically received, by 
our neighboring island. 
They are now in Aruba 
for the first time, for two 
unforgettable evenings 
under the stars, get your 
tickets soon, before they 
sell out! 

Pictured here, the stars 
taking a first dip in the 
club house pool, just be¬ 
fore talking to the press 
about their upcoming 
performances. □ 
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At the Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort: 


Beatrice Logan honored as Ambassador of Goodwill 



Recently the Aruba Tour- nix Beach Resort, as Am- 
ism Authority had the great bassador of Goodwill. The 
pleasure of honoring a very symbolic honorary title is 
nice woman, whom is a presented in the name of 
loyal and friendly visitor of the Minister of Tourism as 
Aruba, at the Divi Phoe- a token of appreciation to 



guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honoree is Beatrice 
Logan from Brooklyn, NY. 


Beatrice loves the Island 
very much, because of 
the friendly people, the cli¬ 
mate, the beach, restau¬ 
rants, casinos and Shop¬ 
ping. 


The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ernest Giel, rep¬ 
resenting the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority, together with 
Jennifer, representing the 
Aruba Divi Phoenix Resort. 



MOKO RESIDENCE 2 

In Front of Arawa Park 


* Certain conditions are applicable. FCCA reserves the right of approval. 


Prices are 
excluding houses 
and are based on 
predetermined 
conditions. 
For more info 
please call; 
592-6776 


frank. loef stop@fcc a. com 


Lots starting @ AWG 140,* p/m 2 
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Amazonia Churrascaria introduces new salad bar surprises 



Palm Beach - Forever in a 
refresh and update state of 
mind, Amazonia Churras¬ 
caria 's executive chef Vic¬ 
tor Olivares just recently 
introduced new salad bar 
items, designed to comple¬ 
ment the authentic Brazilian 
concept of Rodizio Steak- 
house. 

The extensive salad bar 
presentation, he explains, 
is regularly enhanced with 
new offerings and this week 
saw the arrival of a deli¬ 
cious Mango Salad, a fresh 
Seafood Ceviche, a hearty 
White Bean Soup, a Mixed 
Seafood Salad, Sweet and 
Tangy Peppers and Grilled 
Gourmet Italian Heirloom 
Pearl Onions. 

Offering continuous dining, 
Amazonia Churrascaria 
features a parade of gau- 
chos, slicing more than 15 
cuts of grilled beef, chick¬ 
en, lamb, pork & sausage, 
as well as grilled pineapple. 
Some of the chef's favorite 


recipes include Parmesan 
Pork, Filet Mignon Wrapped 
in Bacon, Lamb Chop and 
Leg of Lamb, BBQ Chicken 
Wings, Brazilian Picanha, 
a house specialty. Flank 
Steak, Baby Back Ribs mari¬ 
nated in sugar cane and 
Short Beef Ribs, slow roast¬ 
ed over open flame, in the 
restaurant's signature style. 
The extravagant forty-item, 
frequently changing sea¬ 
sonal salad bar where pa¬ 
trons can keep sampling, 


the parade of carvers car¬ 
rying meats on giant skew¬ 
ers, the carving station, 
and the delicious array 
of tasty sides, guarantee 
an unforgettable evening 
where diners from around 
the globe enjoy the Ama¬ 
zonia Churrascaria culinary 
adventure, combined with 
the restaurant’s extensive 
award-winning Wine Spec¬ 
tator wine list, well stocked 
bar and terrific selection of 
Cuban cigars. 


Pictured here the restau¬ 
rant staff with some of their 
recent awards Wine Spec¬ 


tator 2012 and Trip Advi¬ 
sor’s Award of Excellence, 
2012. 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 


QRANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home or 
Driftwood Fishing Chariest, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oronjettad. 

DrillwOod owner Herby 


Merrywealher hat o love 
ond passion tor fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
aboul fish, whal put local 
waters have to- offer and 
who! the words "fresh sea¬ 
food" really mean . 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in hfs restoufgnl on 
ihe some day, Herby loves 
la share His fishing passion 
with (he many visitors to the 
island. His fleet oF a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Ppsl yacht, appropriately 
called ^Driftwood I ond li. 
is avaSable for choders on 
a daily basis from Sam fa 
12 npqn pnd from 1 pm to 


WtaftHl of M! LlfHftS MdftG Oioup Bluo Marlin R«le(U*l0wMaiWhl 2Wt 


5pm. 

Caich your own dinner 

A charier fine ludes: 
captain, male, all fishing 
equipment, bail, sodas and 
Pol tied water. On a fui day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con coll Herby oireclty 
qi (29?) 592 4$+£> or go la 
www.drit1wa adaruba.cafn. 

Cirillwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
EH, characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad, Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
defciaus 4-course menu Tor 
just $25.95 

Chatter deep sea fisHtng 
rales: 

$ 4 Q 0 -1/2 day 


$760- fun day 
Rotes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Arvban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipslraot 12. 
Downtown Ora n estoa 
Tel; (297) 553 J515 
www .drift woodar>joo.com 

Opening hours: every doy. 
From 5pm 111 10:3Gpm. 
Sunday Closed. 









































NL Capsules 



Milwaukee Brewers start¬ 
ing pitcher Yovani Gallardo 
throws to a Pittsburgh Pirates 
batter in the seventh inning of 
a baseball game in Pittsburgh 
on Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012. 

Associated Press 

Gallardo shuts 
down Pirates 
as Brewers 
cruise 6-0 

The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Yovani 
Gallardo gave up just two 
hits over 6 2-3 innings and 
the surging Milwaukee 
Brewers dropped the wea¬ 
ry Pittsburgh Pirates 6-0 on 
Tuesday night. 

Gallardo (16-8) struck out six 
and walked four to win his 
eighth straight decision as 
Milwaukee moved in front 
of fading Pittsburgh in the 
jumbled National League 
wild-card race. The teams 
entered the day 2'A games 
back of the Cardinals, who 
played Houston later. 

Ryan Braun had two hits, 
drove in a run and stole 
three bases for the Brewers, 
who have won six of seven. 
Milwaukee's seven stolen 
bases were the most by the 
franchise since it moved 
to the National League in 
1998. 


Continued on Page 20 
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II SPORTS 



Woods and Mcllroy meet again with more at stake 



Rory Mcllroy, of Northern Ireland, works on his swing during practice for the Tour Championship golf 
tournament in Atlanta on Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ATLANTA (AP) - With every 
week, and every win, Rory 
Mcllroygets a new moniker. 
Two-time major champion. 
The world No. 1. Heir appar¬ 
ent. The latest nickname 
was courtesy of none other 
than Tiger Woods. 

“’He calls me ‘The Intimida- 
tor,’ Mcllroy said Wednes¬ 
day as he tried to stifle a 
laugh. 

Woods has never had 
much of a rival during his 
17 years on the PGA Tour, 
at least not for long. Now, 
he can’t escape the grow¬ 
ing shadow of Mcllroy, who 
comes into the Tour Cham¬ 
pionship as the undisputed 
No. 1 player - in the world 
ranking, the FedEx Cup, the 
PGA Tour money list and 
every other important cat¬ 
egory. 

What triggered his one-liner 
at East Lake were com¬ 
ments Greg Norman made 
in an interview with FoxS- 
ports.com. 

“’What I’m seeing is that 
Tiger’s really intimidated 
by Rory,” Norman said. 


“’When have you ever seen 
him intimidated by another 
player? Never.” 

For the longest time, Woods 
was said to have a two-shot 
advantage just by stepping 
on the first tee. He was the 
most prolific winner in golf, 
averaging about six wins a 


year and piling up 14 ma¬ 
jors faster than anyone in 
history. The red shirt was 
blazing. 

Now, the baton appears to 
have been passed over to 
Mcllroy. He arrived at the 
Tour Championship having 
won three of his last four 


tournaments, starting with 
that record eight-shot vic¬ 
tory at Kiawah Island in the 
PGA Championship for his 
second major. He won con¬ 
secutive FedEx Cup playoff 
events in Boston and India¬ 
napolis to stretch his lead in 
the world ranking and be- 


Fred Couples elected to golf Hall of Fame 



In this June 30, 2012, file photo, Fred Couples hits his second 
shot on the 9th hole during the third round at the Senior Players 
Championship golf tournament at the Fox Chapel Country Club 
in Fox Chapel, Pa. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Fred 
Couples, a former Masters 
champion and one of the 
most popular figures in the 
game, was elected into 
the World Golf Hall of Fame 
on Wednesday. 

Couples described himself 
as a good player, but not 
a great player, though he’s 
turned in some amazing 
performances. 

Among his 15 wins on the 
PGA Tour are the 1992 Mas¬ 
ters and two at The Players 
Championship, including 
an eagle-birdie-par finish 
in 1996. He played in the 
Ryder Cup and Presidents 
Cup five times each, and 
next year will be captain of 
the Presidents Cup for the 
third time. He was No. 1 in 
the world for four months in 
1992. 

“There are other people 
in the Hall of Fame that 
are maybe good players. 
But good is a good thing,” 
Couples said from Riviera 
Country Club in Los Ange¬ 


les. “I’ve been good at it 
for a long time, and I hope 
to continue to play a few 
more years.” 

Couples was elected on 
the PGA Tour ballot with a 
record-low 51 percent. The 
minimum for election is 65 
percent, although there 
is a clause that when no 
one gets the minimum, the 
leading vote-getter is elect¬ 


ed provided he has at least 
50 percent of the vote. 
Vijay Singh was elected in 
2005 with 56 percent. 

Still to be announced are 
the results from the Inter¬ 
national ballot, along with 
who is selected from the 
Veteran's category and 
Lifetime Achievement to 
round out the 2013 class. 
The induction will be May 6 


— the Monday of The Play¬ 
ers Championship — at the 
World Golf Village in St. Au¬ 
gustine, Fla. 

The voters consist of interna¬ 
tional golf and sports me¬ 
dia, Hall of Fame members, 
golf and sports historians 
and dignitaries from each 
of the major golf organiza¬ 
tions. 

Couples jokingly referred to 
the election as a popular¬ 
ity contest, although it did 
raise questions. 

Davis Love III, who has 
won 20 times on the PGA 
Tour, including the 1997 
PGA Championship and 
The Players Championship 
twice, received 38 percent 
of the vote. He tied for sec¬ 
ond in the voting with Ken 
Venturi, the 1964 U.S. Open 
champion who won 14 
times and was the longtime 
analyst for CBS Sports. 

Mark O'Meara won 16 
times on the PGA Tour and 
two majors, both in 1998 
when he became the old¬ 
est player to win two majors 
in one year. 


come the favorite to win at 
East Lake and capture the 
$10 million bonus. 

It’s an intimidating record. 
Mcllroy doesn’t see how 
that translates into Norman 
suggesting that he’s intimi¬ 
dating. 

"No, how can I intimi¬ 
date Tiger Woods?” he 
said. "The guy’s got 75 
or 70 whatever PGA Tour 
wins, 14 majors. He's been 
the biggest thing ever in 
our sport. I mean, how can 
some little 23-year-old from 
Northern Ireland with a few 
wins come up and intimi¬ 
date him? It's just not pos¬ 
sible. I don’t know where 
he got that from, but it’s 
not true.” 

There's no room for intimi¬ 
dation on either side at the 
moment. They've been 
around each other too 
much lately. 

When they tee off in the 
final pairing Thursday, it 
will be the fifth time in the 
last four tournaments that 
Woods and Mcllroy have 
played in the same group 
and the eighth time this 
year, including the Abu 
Dhabi Championship. 
Mcllroy is in his fifth full year 
as a pro, but he can't think 
of a time when he ever felt 
intimidated by Woods. 

”1 don’t think intimidated 
is the right word,” Mcllroy 
said. 

“’More just in awe of what 
he’s done, of his accom¬ 
plishments, of his achieve¬ 
ments. But never intimidat¬ 
ed.” 

Woods and Norman have 
never had much of a rela¬ 
tionship, and Woods wasn’t 
about to get wrapped up 
in an exchange of words 
Wednesday. Asked if he 
had seen Norman's com¬ 
ments, he replied, "It's got 
to be the hair, yeah.” 

That was a joking reference 
to Mcllroy, who in an inter¬ 
view with the Times of Lon¬ 
don last week talked about 
the banter between him 
and Woods. The 36-year- 
old Woods makes fun of 
the kid’s height. Mcllroy, 
with his curly brown locks, 
fires back at Woods for his 
age and diminishing hair 
line. The only time Woods 
ever felt intimidated on the 
golf course was when he 
was 11. 































GRAND VICTORIA 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


BAR & 

RESTAURANT 


Located at the Palm Beach JM84 near I he traffic Hghte opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on alt of our cuisines. Call: 5B6-4481 


$ UNICASA 


umcMd 

I’iilm Reach PlJfJ * Teh 5 Hh-W 5 .HI 

Open hoi« Mc*ctory - Safomtory Cam . 12nit*»g(hi 
SaUmJwy Sam . 1 Dpm 


Supermarket 


Has everything that you need far a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beach items and much mere. 
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Pettitte returns with win, leads Yanks over Jays 



New York Yankees starter Andy Pettitte delivers a pitch to the To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays during the first inning of the first baseball game of 
a doubleheader, Wednesday, Sept. 19,2012, at Yankee Stadium 
in New York. 


By HOWIE RUMBERG 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - Andy Pet¬ 
titte was a little unsettled by 
an uncharacteristically thin 
crowd at Yankee Stadium 
on Wednesday afternoon 
compared to the raucous 
environment found at 
many of his big September 
and October starts. Still, 
the 40-year-old lefty was 
pumped to finally be back 
on the mound when it mat¬ 
tered most to his team. 
Pettitte pitched five spar¬ 
kling innings in his return 
from a broken leg and Ich¬ 
iro Suzuki made a difficult 
catch to preserve a lead, 
keeping New York atop the 
AL East with a 4-2 victory 
over the Toronto Blue Jays 
in the opener of a day- 


The Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — Taylor Tea¬ 
garden stroked a pinch-hit 
RBI single to right in the 18th 
inning to help give the Bal¬ 
timore Orioles a 4-2 come¬ 
back victory over the Se¬ 
attle Mariners on Tuesday. 
Baltimore maintained a 
three-game lead over the 
Los Angeles Angels for the 
wild-card spot. 

Nate McLouth opened 
the 18th with a walk, and 
advanced to third off J.J. 
Hardy's single through the 
right-side hole. Teagarden 
then lifted his game-winner 
down the right-field line. 
Hardy later scored on Mark 
Reynolds’ fielder’s choice. 
The Orioles rallied in the 
ninth off starter Erasmo 
Ramirez, who had allowed 
just two hits and was sit¬ 
ting on a 2-0 lead enter¬ 
ing the inning. Pinch-hitter 


night doubleheader. 

"The beginning of the 
game it was almost like you 
could hear people talking 
- I’m just trying to focus," 
Pettitte said. "I think for me 
it probably would’ve been 
better if we had a packed 
house.” 

Pettitte (4-3) looked his old 
steely self in giving up four 
hits in his first September 
start since 2010. Injured on 
June 27, the postseason 
career wins leader boost¬ 
ed the Yankees into a half¬ 
game division lead over 
the pesky Baltimore Orioles. 
"When you see these guys 
go through what they’ve 
been going through, and 
I’ve been sitting here 
watching and just trying 
to cheerlead for them, it’s 


Ryan Flaherty and McLouth 
opened with singles to 
bring in closer Tom Wilhelm- 
sen, but Chris Davis fol¬ 
lowed with a two-run single 
to right. 

It’s the first time the Orioles 
have been 20 games over 


great to be able to go out 
there and feel like you con¬ 
tributed,” he said. 

Rafael Soriano escaped a 
bases-loaded jam in the 
eighth after Toronto closed 
to 3-2, and New York ex¬ 
tended a winning streak to 
three for the first time since 
Aug. 13-15. 

In the sparsely attended 
makeup of a game washed 
out Tuesday night, Suzuki 
had three hits batting lead- 
off as Derek Jeter was giv¬ 
en the opener off. Despite 
being bothered by a sore 
left ankle, Jeter started at 
shortstop for the first time in 
a week in the nightcap. 
Robinson Cano had an RBI 
double in a three-run first 
against Henderson Alvarez 
(9-13) that also included 


.500 since the last day of 
the 1997 season. 

TIGERS 12, ATHLETICS 2 
DETROIT — Miguel Cabrera 
homered twice, includ¬ 
ing an eighth-inning grand 
slam, and the Detroit Tigers 
had no trouble overcom- 


Alex Rodriguez's run-scor¬ 
ing groundout and Curtis 
Granderson’s sacrifice fly. 
Pettitte threw 75 pitches 


ing an early injury to right¬ 
hander Max Scherzer in a 
12-2 rout of the Oakland 
Athletics on Tuesday night. 
Cabrera matched a career 
high with six RBIs and now 
has 40 homers on the sea¬ 
son — also a career best. 
Prince Fielder and Jhon- 
ny Peralta added home 
runs for the Tigers, who 
remained three games 
behind the first-place Chi¬ 
cago White Sox in the AL 
Central. 

Scherzer left after two in¬ 
nings because of a fa¬ 
tigued throwing shoulder. 
An MRI showed no struc¬ 
tural damage. 

Darin Downs (2-1) pitched 
2 2-3 scoreless innings for 
the win. 

Oakland rookie A.J. Griffin 
(6-1) lost for the first time in 
his career. 

WHITE SOX 3, ROYALS 2. □ 


Associated Press 

in his first start since a line 
drive off the bat of Cleve¬ 
land’s Casey Kotchman 
broke his left fibula. 

Then manager Joe Girardi 
mixed and matched liber¬ 
ally, using six relievers 
Clay Rapada, Derek Lowe, 
Joba Chamberlain and 
Boone Logan held Toronto 
scoreless through seven in¬ 
nings. Then David Robert¬ 
son gave up an RBI single 
to pinch-hitter Kelly John¬ 
son and a run-scoring dou¬ 
ble to Omar Vziquel in the 
eighth. 

"Our bullpen guys under¬ 
stand they can be used at 
any point,” Girardi said. 
Soriano relieved with two 
outs and runners on sec¬ 
ond and third, then walked 
Anthony Gose after a foul 
drive about a foot foul 
down the left-field line that 
just missed being a two- 
run double. Rajai Davis fol¬ 
lowed with a sinking liner to 
left field that Suzuki caught 
against his stomach for the 
third out. 

"I'm glad I don’t have a 
big belly because if I did it 
might've hit the belly and 
popped out,” Suzuki said 
through a translator. 

Nick Swisher had an RBI 
single in the bottom half. □ 


AL Capsules 


Orioles beat Mariners in 18 innings 



Baltimore Orioles’ Taylor Teagarden hits a go-ahead RBI single 
in the 18th inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mari¬ 
ners, in the early hours of Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012, in Seattle. 
The Orioles beat the Mariners 4-2 in 18 innings. 

Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 



Chavez Jr. tests positive for pot after Vegas bout 


KEN RITTER 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Middle¬ 
weight fighter Julio Ce¬ 
sar Chavez Jr. could be 
stripped of his $3 million 
purse, depending on the 
explanation he offers to 
Nevada boxing regulators 
about a positive test for 
marijuana after his first pro¬ 
fessional loss last weekend 
in Las Vegas, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Top Rank Inc. spokesman 
Lee Samuels said promoter 
Bob Arum was aware the 
26-year-old Chavez tested 
positive for the banned 
substance. “Julio Cesar 
Chavez Jr. will have the op¬ 
portunity to explain the situ¬ 
ation to the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission,” Sam¬ 
uels said in a statement he 
read to a reporter. Samuels 
declined further comment. 
Commission executive 
Keith Kizer wouldn't imme¬ 
diately provide the name, 
but said only one of 32 
fighters who took part in 
bouts at two Las Vegas 
venues last Saturday tested 



positive for a banned sub¬ 
stance, marijuana. 

Kizer said the commission 
was awaiting results of pre¬ 
fight tests for banned ste¬ 
roids, diuretics and masking 
agents before releasing all 
pre-fight and post-fight test 
results for all 32 fighters. 

The commission can ban 
a fighter for one year and 
penalize him for up to 100 
percent of his purse for a 
failed test, Kizer said. 
Chavez was guaranteed 
$3 million for the WBC title 
fight against Sergio Marti¬ 
nez. 

Martinez dominated the first 
11 rounds in the 160-pound 
fight at the Thomas & Mack 
arena, but had to with¬ 


stand a frenzied 12th round 
effort by Chavez to win a 
unanimous decision. Marti¬ 
nez ran his record to 50-2-2. 
Chavez fell to 46-1 -1 with 32 
knockouts. 

He was suspended before, 
for seven months, and his 
10-round unanimous deci¬ 
sion win in November 2009 
over Troy Rowlands was 
changed to a no-contest 
after he tested positive for 
a banned diuretic. 

Chavez was arrested on 
drunken driving charges 
Jan. 22 in Los Angeles, and 
struggled to make weight 
for a championship bout 
in February against Marco 
Antonio Rubio in San Anto¬ 
nio, Texas. □ 


In this Sept. 15, 2012, file photo, Julio Cesar Chavez Jr., left, lands 
a punch against Sergio Martinez in the 12th round of their WBC 
middleweight title boxing match in Las Vegas. A Top Rank Inc. 
spokesman said on Wednesday, Sept. 19, that Chavez tested 
positive for marijuana after his first professional loss last week¬ 
end in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 



Cincinnati Reds manager Dusty Baker watches during the 
seventh inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs in 
Chicago, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012. The game is Baker’s 3,000th 
as a manager in the majors. 

Associated Press 


Carlos Gomez and Jona¬ 
than Lucroy had three hits 
apiece for the Brewers. 

A.J. Burnett (15-8) gave up 
two runs in six innings but 
couldn’t stop Pittsburgh’s 
late season swoon. The Pi¬ 
rates are 4-12 this month. 
CARDINALS 4, ASTROS 1 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Kyle Lohse 
threw seven scoreless in¬ 
nings for his 15th victory and 
contributed an RBI double 
as the Cardinals beat the 
Astros to stay in front for the 


second NL wild card. 
Fernando Abad (0-5) had 
a career-best six strikeouts 
in the Astros' 100th loss. 
They're 8-8 this month un¬ 
der interim manager Tony 
DeFrancesco and need 
nine wins in the final 14 
games to avoid topping 
last season’s franchise-re- 
cord 106 losses. 

Jon Jay had two hits and 
two RBIs for the Cardinals, 
coming off a 2-5 trip but 
with a favorable upcom- 


NL Capsules 


Continued from Page 17 


ing schedule with the next 
eight against lowly Hous¬ 
ton and Chicago. With 14 
games to play, the defend¬ 
ing World Series champions 
are V/i games ahead of 
the Dodgers. 

Lohse (15-3) matched his 
season best for victories set 
in 2008 with St. Louis. Jason 
Motte worked the ninth for 
his 36th save in 43 chances. 
GIANTS 6, ROCKIES 3 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Tim Lincecum pitched San 
Francisco one win closer to 
an NL West crown as the 
Giants lowered their magic 
number to clinch the divi¬ 
sion to seven. 

Lincecum (10-14) struck out 
six and walked two in 6 1-3 
scoreless innings on a day 
the second-place Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers were post¬ 
poned by rain in Washing¬ 
ton. 

Marco Scutaro had three 
singles, drove in a run and 
scored twice and Xavier 
Nady had two RBI singles 


for the Giants (85-63), who 
moved a season-high 22 
games over .500. 

Wilin Rosario hit a two-run 
homer off Santiago Casilla 
in the eighth inning, match¬ 
ing the Rockies’ rookie re¬ 
cord of 25 set by Todd Hel¬ 
ton in 1998. 

Angel Pagan extended 
his own San Francisco re¬ 
cord with an RBI triple in the 
eighth, his major league¬ 
leading 14th. 

Jeff Francis (5-6) lost con¬ 
secutive starts for just the 
second time all season and 
his winless stretch reached 
four outings since he beat 
the Dodgers on Aug. 27. 
MARLINS 4, BRAVES 3, 10 
INNINGS 

MIAMI (AP) — Jose Reyes 
hit a two-out RBI single in 
the 10th inning, and Miami 
overcame an awful ninth 
inning to snap Atlanta's 
four-game winning streak. 
With one out in the 10th, 
pinch-hitter Rob Brantly was 
walked by Cory Gearrin (0- 
1), and Gorkys Hernandez 
was hit by a pitch. Follow¬ 
ing a strikeout, Reyes hit a 
blooper that fell in front of 
a diving Jason Heyward 


in right field, and Brantly 
scored without a play. 
Atlanta lost to Miami for 
only the fourth time in 14 
meetings. 

The Braves rallied from a 
3-0 deficit in the ninth to tie 
the game. 

Heyward doubled to start 
the inning against Steve 
Cishek, and Chipper Jones 
walked on a 3-2 pitch. With 
one out, Dan Uggla singled 
home a run, and Brian Mc¬ 
Cann followed with a tying 
two-run double off Mike 
Dunn. 

John Buck hit a two-run 
homer for Miami. Heath 
Bell (3-5) pitched a perfect 
10th. 

REDS 3, CUBS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Homer 
Bailey pitched effective¬ 
ly into the eighth inning, 
Ryan Hanigan hit a three- 
run double and Cincinnati 
moved closer to the NL 
Central title. 

The Reds’ Dusty Baker 
managed his 3,000th ma¬ 
jor league game, and Cin¬ 
cinnati reduced its magic 
number to four over the 
Cardinals to clinch the 
division. □ 
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NHL cancels September slate of preseason games 


RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NHL 
canceled its entire Sep¬ 
tember preseason game 
schedule on Wednesday, 
the first on-ice casualty of 
the four-day lockout. 

The league is wiping out all 
games through Sept. 30, a 
move it deems “necessary 
because of the absence 
of a collective bargaining 
agreement” with the play¬ 
ers’ association. 

The NHL also said the 2012 
Kraft Hockeyville preseason 
game, scheduled for Oct. 
3 in Belleville, Ontario, 
has been postponed un¬ 
til 2013, bringing the total 
to 60 games called off on 
Wednesday. 

The regular season is sched¬ 
uled to begin on Oct. 11. 
NHL Deputy Commissioner 
Bill Daly said the league has 
“no set policy on cancella¬ 
tions” of other games. 

Also Wednesday, a per¬ 
son familiar with the plan 


says NHL employees at the 
league offices will switch to 
a four-day work week Oct. 
1 because of the lockout. 
The move will effectively cut 
salaries by 20 percent. The 
person spoke on condition 
of anonymity Wednesday 
because the NHL hadn’t 
made the plan public. 

The Florida Panthers and 
Ottawa Senators have let 
staff go because of the 
lockout, while several other 
teams have said they don’t 
have any plans to do so as 
of now. 

The league locked out its 
players at 12:01 a.m. Sun¬ 
day, its fourth shutdown 
since 1992. 

The preseason cancella¬ 
tions included a Washing¬ 
ton Capitals game against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 
on Sept. 26 in Baltimore. 

Last year, in the inaugural 
Baltimore Hockey Classic, 
the Capitals hosted the 
Nashville Predators and 
drew a sold-out crowd. 



The NHL logo is seen on a goal at a Nashville Predators practice rink on Monday, Sept. 17, 2012, 
in Nashville, Tenn. The NHL locked out its players at midnight Saturday, the fourth shutdown for the 
NHL since 1992. 

Associated Press 


WNBA Roundup 


Sparks seal 2nd place in West, beat Mercury 101 -76 



Seattle Storm's Tina Thompson, right, is embraced by Chicago Sky players following a WNBAbasketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 
2012, in Seattle. The Storm won 75-60. Thompson, the all-time scoring leader in the WNBA, became the first and only player to reach 
7,000 career points. She reached the milestone during the first half of their game. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los 
Angeles Sparks secured 
second place in the WNBA 
Western Conference by 
beating Phoenix Mercury 
101-76 on Thursday. 

Candace Parker had 26 
points, 11 rebounds and 
seven assists for Los Angeles, 
booking a second place 
that ensures the Sparks will 
open the first round of the 
playoffs at home, where 
they have won nine straight 
and are 15-1 this season. 

Los Angeles concludes the 
regular season Thursday 
against first-place Minne¬ 
sota. 

Parker had a double-dou¬ 
ble by the third quarter 
and had four blocks. Alana 
Beard scored 22 points, one 
shy of her season high, with 
six steals. 

DeWanna Bonner had 23 
points for the Mercury, who 

lost their fifth consecutive game. 
The Seattle Storm have already 
clinched a ninth consecutive play¬ 
off berth, but are showing on let up, 
beating Chicago Sky 75-60. 
Seattle’s Tina Thompson scored 10 


points to become the first WNBA 
player to reach 7,000 for her ca¬ 
reer. Ann Wauters scored 16 points 
for the Storm. 

Epiphanny Prince had 21 points to 
lead Chicago, which remained 


one game behind New York for 
the fourth and final Eastern Confer¬ 
ence playoff berth. 

New York missed a chance to open 
that gap when they were beaten 
77-66 by San Antonio Silver Stars. 


Danielle Robinson had 21 points 
while Shameka Christon added 17 
points for playoff-bound San Anto¬ 
nio. 

Cappie Pondexter scored 23 points 
to lead New York. □ 
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Personal Health: 

Bridging the gap between contraceptives 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2012 New York Times 

The United States has one 
of the highest rates of un¬ 
wanted pregnancies in the 
developed world - nearly 
half of pregnancies are 
unintended, and there has 
been no improvement in 
the situation for a decade. 
Why? For one thing, wom¬ 
en often encounter prob¬ 
lems when the birth-control 
method they had been us¬ 
ing no longer works well for 
them. Many women and 
their doctors are poorly 
versed in the wide array of 
effective choices and how 
to switch from one method 
to another without risking 
pregnancy. 

Women choose to switch 
with surprising frequency. 
In a national study of con¬ 
traceptive switching rates, 
researchers at the Battelle 
Centers for Public Health 
Research and Evaluation 
concluded that “many 
women are probably dis¬ 
satisfied with their experi¬ 
ences with particular meth¬ 
ods.” With discontinuation 
rates as high as 90 percent 
for some methods, the re¬ 
searchers found that 40 
percent of married women 
and 61 percent of unmar¬ 
ried women in the study 
had switched methods 
over two years. 

Disturbingly, the research¬ 
ers also found that “about 
1 in 10 women choose to 
abandon contraception 
altogether, even while they 
are at risk of an unintended 
pregnancy." 

Most women get their 
contraceptives from fam¬ 
ily doctors and health clin¬ 
ics, not from gynecolo¬ 
gists who are presumably 
well-informed about the 
choices and able to help 
women select a method, 
or two methods, best suit¬ 
ed to their circumstances. 
Without proper guidance 
on how to make these 
changes safely, gaps of¬ 
ten occur in contraceptive 
protection that can result in 
an unintended pregnancy. 

CHANGES IN BIRTH CON¬ 
TROL 


A variety of issues can affect 
a woman's contraceptive 
choice and prompt her to 
change it or abandon con¬ 
traception, said Dr. Ruth Le- 
snewski, a family physician 
who directs the nonprofit 
Reproductive Health Ac¬ 
cess Project and works at a 
community health clinic in 
Manhattan. Among them: 


— A change in life circum¬ 
stance, like a new relation¬ 
ship, a new job with differ¬ 
ent insurance, or a move to 
another city where she has 
to find a new doctor. 

— Among unmarried wom¬ 
en, a change from spo¬ 
radic sexual relations to a 
more serious relationship, 
or vice versa. 


— Side effects from a 
current contraceptive, 
prompting a woman to 
stop using it, sometimes 
without telling the doctor 
or asking for an alternative. 
“Often the side effects are 
very minor, and all a wom¬ 
an needs is a little reassur¬ 
ance that they are nothing 
to worry about and will go 



Women choose to switch methods of birth control frequently, research shows, and without proper 
guidance on how to make these changes safely, gaps often occur in contraceptive protection 
that can result in an unintended pregnancy. 

(Yvetta Fedorova/The New York Times) 


Group: 

39 US states’ obesity to pass 50% 


MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A group 
campaigning against obe¬ 
sity predicts that more than 
half the people in 39 U.S. 
states will be obese — not 
merely overweight, but 
obese — by 2030. 

Mississippi is expected to 
keep its crown as the fat¬ 
test state in America for at 
least two more decades. 
The report predicts 67 per¬ 
cent of that state’s adults 
will be obese by 2030. That 
would be an astounding in¬ 
crease from the current 35 
percent. The new projec¬ 
tions were released Tues¬ 
day by Trust for America’s 
Health with funding from 


the Robert Wood John¬ 
son Foundation. Trust for 
America’s Health regularly 
reports on obesity to raise 
awareness, mostly relying 
on government figures. 

But in this case, their fore¬ 
cast goes beyond the 42 
percent national obesity 
level that federal health of¬ 
ficials project by 2030. 
About two-thirds of Ameri¬ 
cans are overweight now. 
That includes those who 
are obese, a group that 
accounts for about 36 per¬ 
cent. Obesity rates have 
been holding steady in 
recent years. The highest 
rates are in the South and 
Midwest. 

Trust for America's Health 


officials said the projec¬ 
tions were based on state- 
by-state surveys by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention from 1999 
through 2010. They said 
their projections are rea¬ 
sonable. But their outlook 
suggests that even in the 
thinnest state — Colorado, 
where about one-fifth of 
residents are obese — 45 
percent are predicted to 
be obese by 2030. It says 
New York, at 25 percent, 
will jump to 51 percent and 
that California, at 24 per¬ 
cent, will jump to 47 per¬ 
cent. The report didn’t de¬ 
tail why some states’ rates 
were expected to jump 
more than others.Q 


away with time," Lesnewski 
said. 

— Difficulty contacting the 
prescribing doctor. Many 
women have told Lesnews¬ 
ki they were unable to 
reach their doctors easily 
and just stopped using the 
contraceptive. 

— Not knowing all the op¬ 
tions. The contraceptive 
cafeteria is vast, but many 
women are aware of only 
a few choices, none of 
which may suit them. 

— Holding outdated beliefs 
about the most effective, 
long-lasting methods, like 
an intrauterine device or 
hormonal implant. Some 
women think all birth con¬ 
trol pills are alike when, in 
fact, their composition and 
potential side effects can 
differ significantly. 

— Believing the most effec¬ 
tive contraceptive meth¬ 
ods are too costly and not 
realizing that many manu¬ 
facturers have patient as¬ 
sistance programs or that 
many city clinics provide 
contraception on a sliding 
fee scale. 

The decision to abandon a 
birth control method can 
be a perilous one. William 
R. Grady, who directed the 
Battelle study, said in an in¬ 
terview: “Substantial num¬ 
bers of women change 
methods within two years, 
and there’s a high rate 

— higher than expected - 
of moving to no method. 
They may have successfully 
avoided pregnancy for a 
year or more and believe, 
incorrectly, that they have 
a fairly low risk of concep¬ 
tion." 

It happened to a young 
woman I know. She was 
having serious, persistent 
side effects while on the 
pill, so the prescribing doc¬ 
tor told her to stop taking 
it but failed to provide an 
alternative. She was soon 
pregnant with her first child, 
derailing her college plans. 
Six years later, unmarried 
and struggling to be a good 
mother, to support her child 
and to attend college part 
time, she entered a new 
relationship without contra¬ 
ceptive protectionO 
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Sony plans slimmer PlayStation 3 before year end 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Sony Corp. is 
introducing a smaller, slim¬ 
mer and lighter version of its 
PlayStation 3 home console 
ahead of the year-end holi¬ 
days as it gears up for grow¬ 
ing competition in games 
from smartphones. 

The announcement 

Wednesday from the Japa¬ 
nese electronics and enter¬ 
tainment company comes 
a day ahead of the an¬ 
nual Tokyo Game Show, 
where game makers show 
their wares. But the iPhone 


5 smartphone from Apple 
Inc. is hogging much of the 
attention, already drawing 
long lines for pre-orders at 
some retailers, and more 
lines are expected ahead 
of Friday’s launch. 

The new PlayStation 3, clos¬ 
er to the size of a laptop, is 
half the size of the original 
model, introduced in 2006. 
It also offers more hard- 
drive memory at 500 giga¬ 
bytes and 250 gigabytes, 
up from the current 320 GB 
and 160 GB options. 

The global rollout starts Sept. 
25 in North America, where 


the 250 GB version will sell 
for $269. The other version 
sells for $299 from Oct. 30. 
In Japan, the models go 
on sale Oct. 4 for 29,980 
yen ($380) and 24,980 yen 
($316). 

Tokyo-based Sony is strug¬ 
gling as its other electron¬ 
ics businesses get battered 
by competition from Ap¬ 
ple’s iPhones as well as by 
cheaper Asian rivals. 

The maker of Bravia TVs and 
Walkman portable players 
posted its worst loss in its 
66-year history for the fiscal 
year ended in March — its 


Groupon launches 
payments service in U.S. 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Grou¬ 
pon launched a payment 
service Wednesday that 
allows businesses to ac¬ 
cept credit cards using 
an iPhone or iPod Touch, 
becoming the latest com¬ 
pany to enter the growing 
mobile payments market. 
The announcement sent 
the online deals com¬ 
pany’s stock up nearly 6 
percent. Groupon shares 
climbed 26 cents to $4.95 
in midday trading. The 
Chicago-based company 
went public in November 
at a stock price of $20. 
Groupon Payments is 
aimed mainly at businesses 
that offer deals through the 
company, though they can 
use the system to process 
any credit card transac¬ 
tion. A test program allows 
other merchants to use the 
service, but at higher rates. 
Groupon’s technology has 
been tested in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and 
will go up against eBay 
Inc.'s PayPal unit and 
Twitter co-founder Jack 


Dorsey's Square. Those ser¬ 
vices also allow merchants 
swipe credit cards on their 
phones using a small card- 
reader attachment. 

The services are aimed 
mainly at small businesses 
that, until now, haven’t ac¬ 
cepted credit card pay¬ 
ments because of high 
transaction fees. In some 
cases those businesses 
lacked the technology re¬ 
quired to process credit 
cards. The service takes 
advantage of the prolif¬ 
eration of smartphones in 
recent years. 

Each time a merchant 
swipes a credit card issued 
by MasterCard, Visa or Dis¬ 
cover, Groupon will charge 
a 1.8 percent fee plus 15 
cents for each transaction. 
American Express cards will 
be assessed a 3 percent 
fee plus 15 cents. In com¬ 
parison, Square charges 
2.75 percent per swipe, or 
$275 per month. PayPal 
charges 2.7 percent. These 
fledgling services are also 
up against traditional cred¬ 
it card processors such as 
Visa or American Express. 



provided by Groupon 
shows the company’s new 
payment service launched 
Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012, 
that allows businesses to run 
credit cards using an iPhone 
or iPod Touch. 

Associated Press 

Groupon has seen a sharp 
decline in its stock price 
since going public late last 
year. With Groupon Pay¬ 
ments, the company is try¬ 
ing to broaden the array of 
services it offers merchants 
amid growing worries 
about “daily deal fatigue" 
among customers. With 
competitors such as Living- 
Social and Amazon. □ 



The new PlayStation 3 are displayed at the news conference 
in Tokyo, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 2012. Sony Corp. is introducing 
a smaller, slimmer and lighter version of its PlayStation 3 home 
console ahead of the year-end holidays as it gears up for 
growing competition in games from smartphones. 

Associated Press 


fourth straight year of red 
ink. 

The company is banking on 
games to help steer a turn¬ 
around. President Kazuo Hi- 
rai spent much of his career 
leading the game division. 
To woo consumers, Sony 
is slashing the price on its 
PlayStation Portable, or PSP, 
mobile device as it increas¬ 
ingly focuses on its upgrad¬ 
ed PlayStation Vita, which 
went on sale last year, for 
on-the-go games. 

The PSP, which first went 
on sale in 2004, comes 
down Thursday to 13,800 
yen ($175) in Japan from 
16,800 yen ($213). There is 
no change to the U.S. price 
now at about $130. 

Sony plans to expand en¬ 
tertainment based on 
cloud computing, which 
offers storage and other 
computer services over the 
network, after recently ac¬ 
quiring Gaikai Inc., a U.S. 
game company. 

The PlayStation Vita won’t 
be getting any upgrades 
just yet. But it will be avail¬ 
able in new colors, blue 
and red, in addition to 
white and black, but only in 
Japan. 

Some speculation is buzz¬ 


ing about a PlayStation 4, 
possibly before the end of 
next year, but officials were 
mum on that topic. 

The PS Vita, which has a 
touch-panel, allows users to 
live-stream video and works 
as an electronic book func¬ 
tion for colorful comics, ac¬ 
cording to Sony. 

But Sony has already 
slashed its PS Vita sales 
target for this fiscal year 
through March 2013, to 12 
million units, down from 16 
million that was given three 
months earlier. 

In lowering the target, Sony 
pointed to the economic 
slowdown, especially in Eu¬ 
rope. But it also noted the 
intense competition from 
smartphones and social¬ 
networking entertainment. 
Hiroshi Kawano, who heads 
Sony’s game business in Ja¬ 
pan, said the networking 
feature of PlayStation 3 al¬ 
lows users to enjoy millions 
of tunes, karaoke at home 
and a growing library of 
movies. 

“Even after six years, the 
PlayStation 3 has not lost 
momentum and continues 
to deliver powerful home 
entertainment," he said at 
a Tokyo hall.Q 
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US stocks gain on encouraging housing reports 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

A pair of encouraging re¬ 
ports about the housing 
market gave U.S. stocks a 
little boost Wednesday. 
Home sales jumped to the 
highest level in more than 
two years in August, the 
National Association of Re¬ 
altors said. Sales rose 7.8 
percent to a seasonally ad¬ 
justed annual rate of 4.82 
million, the most since May 
2010. 

Earlier, the government re¬ 
ported that construction of 
single-family homes in Au¬ 
gust also was the fastest in 
more than two years. 

Stocks of homebuilders, 
already up after the con¬ 
struction report, rose sharp¬ 
ly after 10 a.m., when the 
jump in home sales was re¬ 
ported. D.R. Horton Inc. rose 
87 cents, or 4.1 percent, to 
$22.22; Beazer Homes USA 
Inc. rose 22 cents, or 6.2 
percent, to $3.75; and KB 
Home rose 46 cents, or 3.6 
percent, to $13.16. 

The gains for broader stock 
indexes were muted. At its 
high for the day, the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
was up just 62 points. 

The housing numbers “are 
fantastic news," but trad¬ 
ers continue to worry about 
recent discouraging signals 
this week like downgrades 
of railroads and a warning 
from Federal Express that 
the global economy is slow¬ 
ing, said JJ Kinahan, chief 
derivatives strategist for TD 
Ameritrade, a retail broker¬ 
age. 


“The market is at a bit of a 
conundrum,” Kinahan said. 
“There are just constantly 
these mixed signals about 
what’s going on." 

The Dow closed up 13.32 
points, or 0.1 percent, at 
13,577.96. The Dow is just 
a 4 percent rally shy of 


its all-time high of 14,164, 
reached Oct. 9, 2007. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 1.73 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 1,461.05. Tele¬ 
com and consumer discre¬ 
tionary stocks added the 
most among the industry 
groups in the S&P 500 index. 
Energy stocks suffered as 
the price of oil fell $3.31, or 


3.5 percent, to $91.98 per 
barrel. Traders are ques¬ 
tioning whether economic 
growth is strong enough to 
justify a recent run-up to 
$100 per barrel. Crude is 
down 7 percent this week. 
The Nasdaq composite in¬ 
dex rose 4.82 points, or 0.2 


percent, to 3,182.62. 

Earlier, Asian and European 
markets closed higher af¬ 
ter the Bank of Japan an¬ 
nounced a massive asset 
purchasing plan similar to 
what the Federal Reserve 
approved last week. Ja¬ 
pan’s main stock index hit a 
four-month high. 

The yield on the 10-year 


Treasury note fell to 1.78 
percent from 1.81 percent 
late Tuesday as demand for 
safe investments increased. 
A bond's yield falls as its 
price rises. 

In corporate news. Crack¬ 
er Barrel leapt $3.69, or 5.8 
percent, to $67.31, after the 


purveyor of country cook¬ 
ing and homespun curios 
said it doubled its net in¬ 
come in the fiscal fourth 
quarter. 

General Mills rose 71 cents, 
or 1.8 percent, to $40.02 af¬ 
ter saying its fiscal first-quar¬ 
ter net income increased 
35 percent on strong for¬ 
eign yogurt sales. 


Oil slides to 
6-week low; 
below $92 

JOSHUA FREED 
AP Business Writer 

Oil prices fell on Wednes¬ 
day for the third day in a 
row as traders realized that 
a recent run-up to $100 
may have been overdone. 
Oil ended at $91.98 on 
Wednesday, dropping 
$3.31, or 3.5 percent. That 
was its lowest close since 
Aug. 3. Oil has fallen 7 per¬ 
cent this week. 

Several things have been 
pushing prices down. Ana¬ 
lysts said traders are taking 
profits after oil got above 
$100 per barrel on Friday 
for the first time since May. 
And there have more signs 
this week that the global 
economy is slowing down, 
which tends to push oil pric¬ 
es lower because people 
and businesses use less en- 
ergy.Also, crude inventories 
rose three times more than 
analysts had expected last 
week. Crude supplies grew 
by 8.5 million barrels to 
367.6 million barrels. That's 

8.4 percent higher than at 
the same time last year, 
according to the Energy In¬ 
formation Administration's 
weekly report. 

Analysts expected a rise of 

2.5 million barrels, accord¬ 
ing to Platts, the energy in¬ 
formation arm of McGraw- 
Hill Cos.There were also 
reports that Saudi Arabia is 
keeping production high to 
drive oil prices lower. 

■ 

_ \ 



An exterior view of a home sold in Palo Alto, Calif. U.S. sales of previously occupied homes jumped 
in August to the highest level in more than two years, adding momentum to the housing recovery. 
The National Association of Realtors says sales rose 7.8 percent to a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 4.82 million. That’s the most since May 2010, when sales were fueled by a federal home¬ 
buying tax credit. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 
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Commodities Report: 

Wheat, corn, soybeans heading higher 



Dennis Greenwalt, of Farmersville, III., opens up the electronically 
operated gates to dump corn into The Scoular Company grain 
elevator in Waverly, III. Prices for key crops like wheat, corn and 
soybeans rose Wednesday, their first increase this week. Wheat, 
corn and soybean prices all rose about 2 percent after falling 
Monday and Tuesday. 


Street Briefs 

Heineken NV 
tightens hold 
on Tiger beer 

AMSTERDAM (AP) 

Heineken NV says it has 
taken another step clos¬ 
er to winning its struggle 
to take over Asia Pacific 
Breweries, maker of Tiger 
beer. 

The Dutch brewer said 
Wednesday it has agreed 
to buy an 8.6 percent stake 
in APB from Thailand’s 
Kindest Place Group Ltd. 
for around $960 million. 

On Tuesday, the company 
made peace with another 
Thai competitor that was 
trying to block Heineken's 
$4.5 billion bid to buy a 
39.7 percent stake in APB 
from Singapore conglom¬ 
erate Fraser & Neave Ltd. 
Heineken already owns 
around 45.4 percent of 
APB.Q 

Trulia lists 
its 6 million 
IPO shares 
at $17 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Real estate website opera¬ 
tor Trulia Inc. has priced its 
planned initial public stock 
offering at $17 a share. 

The company and its share¬ 
holders plan to sell 6 million 
shares. At $17 apiece, the 
offering would raise $102 
million. 

Trulia itself aims to sell 5 mil¬ 
lion shares, and wouldn't 
receive proceeds from 
stockholders’ sales of the 
remaining 1 million shares. 
The banks managing the 
IPO may buy another 
900,000 shares if demand is 
high. 

Trulia, which operates web¬ 
site Trulia.com and mo¬ 
bile apps, allows people 
to research home listings 
and neighborhoods, while 
helping real estate agents 
market their listings. Its da¬ 
tabase includes 4.5 million 
homes for sale and rent. □ 


The Associated Press 
Prices for key crops like 
wheat, corn and soybeans 
rose Wednesday, their first 
increase this week. 

Wheat, corn and soybean 
prices all rose about 2 per¬ 
cent after falling Monday 
and Tuesday. 

To some investors, the in¬ 
crease seemed like a 
natural leveling off. Prices 
for all three crops rock¬ 
eted higher this summer 
because investors worried 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The chief 
executive of Goldman 
Sachs said Wednesday he is 
against austerity measures 
in the short term as the U.S. 
“fiscal cliff” looms. 

Lloyd Blankfein, also 
chairman of the investment 
bank, said during a talk 
at the Canadian Club of 
Toronto that he’s all for 
budget cutbacks in the 
long term but not right now. 
Blankfein said, 

“You can’t austere yourself 
into a higher GDP" and 
added, “It's not going 
to be very good if the 
medicine kills the patient.” 
He said there can’t be 
another stimulus because 
of the consequences to 


(AP Photo/Justin L. Fowler) 

that a crippling drought 
across the Midwest would 
devastate crop yields. But 
prices, while still elevated, 
have plateaued with re¬ 
cent rains and yields came 
in better than expected. 
Investors seem to be real¬ 
izing that they’ve already 
hit the highest prices for the 
current crop, said Spencer 
Patton, founder and chief 
investment officer of Steel 
Vine Investments. 

“I don't think this is the 


the government's balance 
sheet and said the U.S. has 
to convince the market it 
will deal with its problems in 
the long term. 

“I'm all for implementing 
budget changes that 
accelerate over the long 
term, but in the short term 
I wouldn’t take too much 
money away from people 
or cut back on a lot of 
expenditure programs,” 
Blankfein said. 

The U.S. faces the prospect 
of a debilitating “fiscal cliff" 
in January, when Bush- 
era tax cuts expire and 
across-the-board spending 
cuts are set to take effect. 
Economists warn that unless 
Congress acts, the one-two 
austerity punch would send 
the fragile economy back 


start of a new trend high¬ 
er, I don’t think these are 
weather issues,” Patton 
said of Wednesday’s price 
increases. 

December wheat rose 18 
cents to $8,815 per bushel. 
December corn rose 16.5 
cents to $7,565 per bushel. 
November soybeans rose 
29.5 cents to $16,695 per 
bushel. 

Industrial metals rose while 
energy prices fell. That's 
somewhat unusual be¬ 
cause prices for industrial 
metals and oil tend to 
move in tandem, falling 
when investors are worried 
about the economy and 
rising when they are opti¬ 
mistic about it, since metals 
and energy are needed for 
manufacturing, transporta¬ 
tion and other aspects of 
industry. 

But on Wednesday prices 
for copper, palladium and 
platinum rose, while oil slid. 
It’s likely that metals prices 
were influenced by a pair 
of encouraging reports 
about the U.S. housing mar¬ 
ket. 

Meanwhile U.S. crude oil 
supplies rose last week, by 
three times the amount 
that analysts expected, 
according to the Energy 


into recession. 

Blankfein, who took 

questions from Royal Bank 
Chief Executive Gord 

Nixon, said Republicans 
and Democrats have 

the power to solve the 
problem, but a “defect” 
in the political system has 
prevented moderates from 
agreeing. 

But Blankfein noted that 
historically, political leaders 
in the U.S. haven't let things 
crash. 

“Things have always 
worked themselves 

through and I think they will 
now, but that fiscal cliff is 
looming as a real problem, 
and it doesn’t have to be,” 
he said. 

Blankfein said no one is 
debating whether the U.S. 


Information Administra¬ 
tion. There were also re¬ 
ports that Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s biggest oil produc¬ 
er, is keeping production 
up to drive down prices. 
Some analysts speculated 
that traders have decided 
that a recent run-up in oil 
prices — benchmark crude 
passed $100 on Friday — 
wasn’t really justified. 
December gold was virtu¬ 
ally flat, rising 50 cents to 
$1,771.70 per ounce. De¬ 
cember silver lost 13 cents 
to $34,588 per ounce. 

The industrial metals all 
rose. December copper 
was up 2.7 cents to $3,814 
per pound. December pal¬ 
ladium rose $5.70 to $673.05 
per ounce. October plati¬ 
num rose $4.10 to $1,640.40 
per ounce. 

U.S. benchmark crude fell 
$3.31 to $91.98 per barrel, 
the first time since early Au¬ 
gust that it dropped below 
$92. Brent crude, used to 
price international varieties 
of oil, fell $3.84 to $108.19 
per barrel. 

Wholesale gasoline fell 7 
cents to $2,829 a gallon. 
Heating oil fell 8.3 cents to 
$3,044 a gallon. Natural 
gas fell 1 cent to $2,762 per 
1,000 cubic feet.Q 


has a fiscal deficit problem, 
but the question remains 
how the U.S. will resolve it. 
“How to solve it has resulted 
in an impasse, but the fact 
that everyone agrees that 
it needs to be resolved is 
really the most important 
thing,” he said. 

Blankfein also said he 
thinks the world economy 
will continue to “muddle 
through.” 

said Europe has a growth 
problem and said the 
biggest risk is a breakup 
of the euro, but he noted 
that pro-euro parties are in 
power. 

He said European countries 
have to sponsor growth 
and yet promise austerity 
and balanced budgets in 
the long term. □ 


Goldman CEO against 


austerity in short term 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 
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BUT TOUCAN STILL 
CATCH IT EVERVT?ME 
VOU SNIFF A COS 
YOU'RE SNIFF1N© 
eVERV DO© THAT 
DO© HAS EVER 
SNIFFED BEFORE. 


AND THE COGS THAT 
THOSE OTHER DOGS 
HAVE SNIFFED/ 
YOU'RE SNIFFIN©. 
ANDALL THE COGS THAT 
THIRD GROUP OF COGS 
SNIPFEQ YOU'RE: 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 9/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Two-wheeler 

5 Young horses 

10 Load suitcases 

14 Novelist Ferber 

15 Winchester or 
Springfield 

16 _ for; 
compassionate 
with 

17 Thin opening 

18 Church table 

19 Boring event 

20 _ shot; 
injection for a 
dog bite victim 

22 Homicides 

24 Unopened 
flower 

25 Desert 
transport 

26 _ Ste. Marie 

29 Distress signal 

30 Smokey & Yogi 

34 Diminish 

35 That fellow 

36 Spending plan 

37 Curved band of 
sparks 

38 Cool creamy 
dessert 

40 TV’s Got a 
Secret" 

41 Complained 

43 Peculiar 

44 Urgent request 

45 Contribution to 
a discussion 

46 Expert 

47 Clam’s “house” 

48 West Point 
student 

50 Soothing drink 

51 Not deep 

54 Tehran native 

58 Donut center 

59 Rome’s nation 

61 African country 

62 Actress Sam ms 

63 Least favorite 
chicken parts 

64 Has debts 

65 Precious 

66 Wonderful 

67 Created 

DOWN 

1 Finest 


2 Doing nothing 

3 Shoelace snarl 

4 Digestible 

5 Trickery; deceit 

6 Lubricates 

7 To the rear 

8 Peruvian pack 
animals 

9 Watery part of 
the blood 

10 Propelled a 
canoe 

11 Farmland unit 

12 Scorch 

13 Small barrels 
21 Almond or 

cashew 
23 Contradict 

25 Console 

26 Hindu teacher 

27 Duelist Burr 

28 Remove a lid 

29 Knighted man 

31 Nimble; spry 

32 _ in; enjoy 

33 Commit theft 

35 _ at; attacked 

36 eBay offer 

38 Part of a daisy 


39 Hustle & bustle 
42 _ weapons; 

atomic bombs 
44 “The _ of the 
Opera” 

46 Tin alloy 

47 Body of water 
49 “Nothing _!”; 

firm refusal 


50 Lovers’ meeting 

51 Got rid of 

52 Residence 

53 _ mater 

54 Actress Chase 

55 Des Moines, _ 

56 Like fine wine 

57 Schnoz 

60 Highest card 
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Where did all the free spirits go? 


CATHY HORYN 
© 2012 New York Times 
It wasn't the heat or threat 
of my colleagues being 
sucked into a tornado. No, 
that didn’t annoy me. It 
was the soggy drama tak¬ 
ing place in the name of 
daring new fashion: name¬ 
ly, Prabal Gurung and Al¬ 
exander Wang. 

The Friday and Saturday 
shows of Fashion Week 
used to be a solid source 
of cool, a look-forward- 
to spree of messiness and 
mischief before the grown¬ 
ups demanded our atten¬ 
tion. But lately, instead of 
being truly free-spirited, 
some of these designers 
have begun to seem as 
malevolently insistent as an 
Oompa Loompa chanting, 
“If you are wise, you'll listen 
to me.” 

Well, beware of little or¬ 
ange men. 

Wang ended with his white 
dresses being lit up like 
neon glow sticks, but the 
mood couldn’t be sus¬ 
tained. That’s a problem 
in general with the spring 
collections: Very little is 
memorable beyond the 
immediate moment. Gu¬ 
rung filled his show with as¬ 
sertive tailoring in couture 
silks with drifting layers of 
chiffon and some T-tops 
printed with a bird’s wing. 
That Gurung’s layered sil¬ 
houette resembled Riccar- 
do Tisci’s recent menswear 
show is only one reason 
these clothes, however 
well made, instantly slid 
down a memory hole. But 
another reason is that Gu¬ 
rung doesn't seem to know 
what story he wants to tell. 
Slick and dressy? Dark and 
romantic? It changes each 
season. He needs to flush 
some of this goo out of his 
system, figure out what he 
wants to say and then, as 
boring as it may sound, re¬ 
peat it again and again. 
Wang doesn't lack for a 
coherent framework for his 
brand: We know he will do 
something with an urban 
- rather than, say, bohemi¬ 
an - attitude. There will be 
some new interpretation of 
his biker shorts (for spring, a 
sleek Bermuda), or his sig¬ 
nature hockey jerseys (now 
spliced with vents), and, 
of course, some footwear 


that would make a monk 
chatter. 

But, despite the styling of 
Karl Templer, who knows 
how to sharpen a de¬ 
signer's message, Wang’s 
fancifully sliced-up clothes 
seemed to hit a wall. They 
had focus in terms of mini¬ 


one on Twitter remarked 
that Rag & Bone's layers 
brought back memories 
of early Girbaud shows. So 
true, but who doesn’t love 
pocket-y summer things?) 
Altuzarra addressed an 
interesting problem: how 
to give spring tailoring the 


inspired day clothes, like 
a striped sleeveless dress 
with low patch pockets 
and a cropped popover 
top in the same fabric, 
Altuzarra produced eve¬ 
ning clothes that seemed 
a little hectic; they need¬ 
ed more thought. 



Black and white leather tunics and tank dresses sliced and spliced by Alexander Wang during 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in New York, Sept. 8, 2012. Early Fashion Week collections lack 
some of the free-spiritedness usually associated with newer designers. 

(Lars Klove/The New York Times) 


malist shape and futuristic 
textures, but there was no 
moment of uplift. A glow- 
stick snap of radiance isn’t 
enough. 

By contrast, Joseph Altuzar¬ 
ra was completely in com¬ 
mand, offering an imagi¬ 
native take on the striped 
cotton fabric you associ¬ 
ate with OshKosh over¬ 
alls or Casey Jones' cap. 
Striped cottons, washed 
to a supple lightness, have 
turned up in a number of 
collections. Marcus Wain- 
wright and David Neville 
used them in a breezy Rag 
& Bone collection that in¬ 
cluded aproned skirts, lace- 
edged T-tops, and some 
terrific shirtdresses. (Some- 


polish women like in fall 
clothes without using pre¬ 
cious fabrics or a conven¬ 
tional lightweight option 
like crepe. And: how to 
maintain an edge of mo¬ 
dernity so as not to turn the 
look into a suit. Sticking to 
his trim silhouette, Altuzar¬ 
ra 's solution was to com¬ 
bine a men's classic blue 
shirt with a washed off- 
white cotton skirt in an ex¬ 
travagant blue deco print, 
and to use the Casey Jones 
stripes for a variety of coats 
and jackets. 

The coats were appealing 
on their own, as were the 
shirts, some of them scat¬ 
tered with clusters of clear 
stones. With such simple yet 
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A virtue of Boy by Band of 
Outsiders, the women’s 
label of Scott Sternberg, 
is that it doesn’t try to 
plead that it’s cool. It just 
is. There’s a sweet sincerity 
to the easy but well-done 
designs, especially the lo¬ 
tus-flower pajama prints, 
cotton sundresses and a 
charming strapless jump¬ 
suit with a cutaway denim 
jacket. 

Suno’s designers, Erin Be¬ 
atty and Max Osterweis, 
continue to tinker with their 
original concept without 
straining it. 
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Manic & Pedicure $30 
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Arctic ice shrinks to all-time low; half 1980 size 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — In a 

critical climate indicator 
showing an ever warming 
world, the amount of ice 
in the Arctic Ocean shrank 
to an all-time low this year, 
obliterating old records. 

The ice cap at the North 
Pole measured 1.32 million 
square miles on Sunday. 
That’s 18 percent smaller 
than the previous record 
of 1.61 million square miles 
set in 2007, according to 
the National Snow and 
Ice Data Center in Boul¬ 
der, Colorado. Records go 
back to 1979 based on sat¬ 
ellite tracking. 

“On top of that, we're 
smashing a record that 
smashed a record,” said 
data center scientist Walt 
Meier. Sea ice shrank in 
2007 to levels 22 percent 
below the previous record 
of 2005. 

Ice in the Arctic melts in 
summer and grows in win¬ 
ter, and it started growing 
again on Monday. In the 
1980s, Meier said, summer 
sea ice would cover an 
area slightly smaller than 
the mainland. U.S. Now it is 
about half that. 

Man-made global warm¬ 
ing has melted more sea 
ice and made it thinner 
over the last couple de¬ 
cades with it getting much 
more extreme this year, sur¬ 
prisingly so, said snow and 


sity polar researcher. 

What happens in the Arctic 
changes climate all over 
the rest of the world, scien¬ 
tists have reported in stud¬ 
ies. 

The ice in the Arctic “essen¬ 
tially acts like an air con¬ 
ditioner by keeping things 
cooler,” Meier said. 

And when sea ice melts 
more, it’s like the air condi¬ 
tioner isn’t running efficient- 


This image made available by the U.S. National Snow and Ice Data Center shows the amount of 
summer sea ice in the Arctic on Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2012, at center in white, and the 1979 to 2000 
average extent for the day shown, with the orange line. 

Associated Press 


ice data center director 
Mark Serreze. 

“Recently the loss of sum¬ 
mer ice has accelerated 
and the six lowest Septem¬ 
ber ice extents have all 
been in the past six years,” 
Serreze said. 

“I think that’s quite remark¬ 
able.” 

Serreze said except for one 
strong storm that contribut¬ 
ed to the ice loss, this sum¬ 
mer melt was more from 
the steady effects of day- 
to-day global warming. 

But he and others say the 
polar regions are where the 


globe first sees the signs of 
climate change. 

“Arctic sea ice is one of the 


most sensitive of nature's 
thermometers," said Jason 
Box, an Ohio State Univer- 


ly, he said. 

Sea ice reflects more than 
90 percent of the sun’s heat 
off the Earth, but when it 
is replaced by the darker 
open ocean, more than 
half of the heat is absorbed 
into the water, Meier said. 
Scientists at the snow and 
ice data center said their 
computer models show an 
Arctic that would be es¬ 
sentially free of ice in the 
summer by 2050, but they 
add that current trends 
show ice melting faster 
than the computers are 
predicting.Q 


Bolivia enacts law to save Amazon river dolphins 

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — 

Bolivian President Evo 
Morales has enacted a 
law to protect Amazon 
river dolphins, which many 
researchers say are at risk. 

The new law bans fishing 
for the freshwater dolphins 
and encourages programs 
to protect them and their 
habitats, which have been 
damaged by erosion, 
pollution and woodcutting 
in the river basins. 

The president announced 
the law Tuesday along the 
shores of the Ibare river in 
Bolivia's Amazon region. 

The dolphins are often pink and have longer snouts than their saltwater cousins. They can 
weigh 65 to 90 poundsO 


In this Aug. 23,2010 file photo, a rescued baby river dolphin is 
cared for by biologists on the Pailas River in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
Associated Press 
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Lohan charged with 
leaving the scene of 
NYC accident 



In a Saturday, April 28,2012 file photo, Lindsay Lohan attends the 
White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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Don Mischer, executive producer of the 64th Primetime Emmy Awards, left, host Jimmy Kimmel, 
center, and Television Academy chairman and chief executive Bruce Rosenblum attend the Emmy 
Awards Red Carpet Rollout at the Nokia Theatre on Wednesday, Sept. 19,2012, in Los Angeles. The 
Emmy Awards will be held Sunday, Sept 23. 

Associated Press 


ULA ILNYTZKY 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Lindsay Lohan was arrested in New York 
early Wednesday on charges that she clipped a pedes¬ 
trian with her car and did not stop driving, but her publicist 
said he expects the allegations to be proven false. 

The 26-year-old actress was arrested at 2:25 a.m. as she 
left a nightclub at the Dream Hotel in Manhattan's Chel¬ 
sea neighborhood, police said. They said no alcohol was 
involved. 

Lohan was charged with leaving the scene of an ac¬ 
cident and causing injury. She was given a ticket and 
scheduled to appear in court on Oct. 23. 

Police said Lohan was slowly driving a black Porsche 
through an alley between the Dream Hotel and the Mari¬ 
time Hotel on 16th Street when the accident occurred. 
The victim called police. He was treated at a hospital for 
a knee injury and released. 

“We are confident this matter will be cleared up in the 
coming weeks and the claims being made against Lind¬ 
say will be proven untrue," Lohan’s publicist Steve Honig 
wrote in an email. He wrote the incident appeared to be 
“much ado about nothing.” 

It was the latest car accident involving Lohan. 

On June 8, Lohan was involved in a crash in California 
that sent her and her assistant to a hospital. They were 
on their way to a shoot for the film “Liz and Dick” when 
Lohan's Porsche collided with a dump truck on the Pacific 
Coast Highway. Neither was seriously injured and Lohan 
resumed shooting later in the day. 

The accident remains under investigation; police have 
said they are trying to determine who was driving. 

The actress, best known for roles in “Freaky Friday" and 
“Mean Girls," was cleared in May of allegations that she 
struck a Hollywood nightclub manager with her car. Los 
Angeles prosecutors refused to file charges, stating there 
was no evidence an accident occurred and citing doubts 
about the manager’s credibility. 

Lohan remains on informal probation for taking a neck¬ 
lace last year from a jewelry store without permission. She 
completed a strict counseling and morgue cleanup duty 
program implemented by a judge. 

She is not required to check in with a judge or probation 
officer, but she could face a jail term if she is re-arrested. 
Lohan recently filmed “The Canyons," a film by “Less Than 
Zero” author Bret Easton Ellis. □ 


Jimmy Kimmel rolls out 
red carpet as Emmy host 


DERRIK J. LANG, 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Af¬ 
ter rolling out the red car¬ 
pet Wednesday morning 
in anticipation of Sunday's 
Emmy ceremony, host Jim¬ 
my Kimmel warned he’s 
planning a prank on folks 
not watching the show. 

“I have an idea for a prank, 
and if it goes well, will be 
great,” the first-time Emmy 
host teased after ceremo¬ 
niously unraveling the red 
carpet. “If it goes badly, it 
won’t be so great. I think it 
will go well. If you're watch¬ 
ing, you’ll be in on it. If 
you're not, you might get 
caught up in the prank.” 
Kimmel, whose “Jimmy Kim¬ 
mel Live!” received its first 
nomination for outstand¬ 
ing variety series this year, 
is looking forward to seeing 
what TV stars look like out of 
costume Sunday. 

“There's certain shows 
you watch, like ‘Game 
of Thrones' for instance, 
and you see these people 
in their medieval fantasy 
garb,” Kimmel said. “I don’t 
know what these people 
look like in real life. I’m kind 
of anxious about it. I want 
to see the kid who breast 
feeds his mother. That's 


who I want to meet most of 
all." 

For the fifth year, the show 
will be held at the Nokia 
Theatre in downtown Los 
Angeles. The massive red 
carpet — more like a red 
sidewalk, really — will can¬ 
vass the entire plaza across 
the street from the Staples 
Center for Sunday’s TV ex¬ 
travaganza. 

“I think that you're going to 
see a fresh point of view on 
the television industry, the 
year in television and some 
trends in television, which is 
going to be coming from 
Jimmy Kimmel,” said Emmy 
executive producer Don 
Mischer. “I think his point 
of view is unique and quite 
distinctive. There will be ir¬ 
reverence and humor — a 
lot of humor.” 

Kimmel said the most diffi¬ 
cult thing about emceeing 
the 64th annual Primetime 
Emmys is juggling hosting 
duties with his day job. 
“There’s a lot of work to be 
done,” Kimmel said. “I've 
been up very late working 
on this stuff. You have to 
write every presenter intro, 
and then the presenters 
change or the combina¬ 
tions change, and then 
you have to change those 


things. What I'm trying to 
say is this is a real pain.” 
Inside the Nokia Theatre, 
stagehands were hard 
at work on the sweep¬ 
ing art deco-style set. The 
stage has been accented 
with silver tiles and fea¬ 
tures a voluminous circular 
screen hanging above sev¬ 
eral curved walls that can 
double as screens. 

Place cards on the chairs in 
front of the stage’s glittery 
silver stairs illustrated that 
Tiny Fey, Clive Owen and 
“Modern Family" stars Ed 
O'Neil, Sofia Vergara and 
Ty Burrell will have the best 
seats in the house: front- 
row center. Other nomi¬ 
nees with sweet front-row 
seat assignments included 
Jon Hamm, Nicole Kidman, 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Betty 
White, Kevin Costner and 
Bryan Cranston. 

It seems several stars won’t 
be seated next to their co¬ 
workers: the “Modern Fam¬ 
ily” cast is spread out across 
four rows; Zooey Deschanel 
is a couple of lanes ahead 
of her “New Girl” co-star 
Max Greenfield; and the 
“Downton Abbey” resi¬ 
dents are occupying differ¬ 
ent parts of the orchestra 
section. □ 
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Paul Rudd, looking for change, returns to Broadway 


MARK KENNEDY 

AP Drama Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — For the 


This Aug. 21,2012 photo shows Paul Rudd posing for a portrait at 
the Grace Hotel in New York. 

Associated Press 


past few years, something’s 
been slowly gnawing at 
Paul Rudd — the lure of live 
theater. 

The 43-year-old star, who 
has been on a goofy co¬ 
medic tear lately with “Our 
Idiot Brother,” "Dinner for 
Schmucks,” "Wanderlust” 
and TV’s “Parks and Rec¬ 
reation," was itching to get 
back to his roots. 

“I was kind of antsy,” he 
says. “I was, I think, kind of 
finally hitting a place where 
I thought, ‘I just want to try 
something a little different.’ 
And not just with the genre 
but even the medium." 

He’s more than gotten his 
wish. In the play “Grace,” 
which opens on Broadway 
on Oct. 4, Rudd slips into a 
pitch-dark role — an evan¬ 
gelical Christian who basi¬ 
cally unravels onstage. 

“I was drawn to this char¬ 
acter because it’s a dif¬ 
ferent character for me 
and certainly different 
than anything I've played 
in the last several years,” 
says the boyish-looking ac¬ 
tor. “I thought it was bold 
and fresh and something I 
hadn’t seen before." 
“Grace” also stars seven¬ 
time Emmy Award winner 
Edward Asner, “Boardwalk 
Empire” regular Michael 
Shannon and Kate Ar¬ 


rington, a veteran of the 
Steppenwolf Theatre in Chi¬ 
cago. 

Rudd and Arrington play a 
couple who arrive in Flor¬ 
ida with big plans to open 
a chain of gospel-themed 
motels until they meet an 
agitated rocket scientist 
neighbor, played by Shan¬ 
non, and a caustic exter¬ 
minator, played by Asner. 
Chaos ensues. Rudd says 
he loved the play when he 
first read it. 

“I’ve always tried to do 


things that were meaning¬ 
ful in some ways to me that 
hopefully wouldn’t suck," 
he says. “I haven’t always 
avoided that but, for the 
most part, I try to do things 
on my own terms as much 
as possible.” 

Rudd, who was last on 
Broadway with Julia Rob¬ 
erts in “Three Days of Rain" 
in 2006, is usually consid¬ 
ered a movie guy, thanks 
to films like “The 40-Year- 
Old Virgin,” "I Love You, 
Man" and “Knocked Up," 


Shakira pregnant with 1st child 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shakira is 
pregnant with her first child. 

The 35-year-old pop super- 
star posted on her website 
Wednesday that she and 
25-year-old boyfriend Ge¬ 
rard Pique “are very happy 
awaiting the arrival of our 
first baby." Pique, who is 
from Barcelona, is a soccer 
player for FC Barcelona. 

No more details were avail¬ 
able. 

The Grammy-winning Co¬ 
lombian singer is postpon¬ 
ing promotional activities 
and won’t perform at Fri¬ 
day’s iHeartRadio Music 
festival in Las Vegas. 

Shakira said in a 2009 in¬ 
terview that she was ready to reproduce, 
explaining: “I really would like to have a 
big belly.” She dated Antonio de La Rua, 
the son of former Argentinian President Fer¬ 


nando de la Rua, for more than a decade. 
They split in 2011. 

Shakira is due to be a judge on next sea¬ 
son’s “The Voice.”□ 




This May 29, 2011 file photo shows Colombia's singer Shakira 
performs with FC Barcelona Gerard Pique during The Sun Comes 
Out World Tour concert in Barcelona, Spain. 

Associated Press 


but he's also a stage crea¬ 
ture. 

Rudd graduated from the 
American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts in Los Ange¬ 
les and studied drama at 
Oxford University. He fol¬ 
lowed his breakout movie 
performance in “Clueless” 
with his first Broadway play, 
Alfred Uhry's “The Last Night 
of Ballyhoo." 

His other theater credits in¬ 
clude “Twelfth Night” for Lin¬ 
coln Center Theater, a Lon¬ 
don production of “Long 
Day’s Journey Into Night” 
with Jessica Lange, and 
Neil LaBute’s “The Shape of 
Things” and “Bash.” So he 
doesn't understand when 
people look puzzled about 
returning to Broadway. 
“Two people today have 
asked me that same ques¬ 
tion. ‘Why come back' 
‘Why are you back?' As if 
theater is something you 
do UNTIL you’re able to get 
a job in movies and televi¬ 
sion. I’ve never felt that,” 
he says. “I mean, I live in 
this city and the reason I 
moved here 17 years ago 
was to do plays.” 

Rudd’s movie career really 
exploded after he was cast 
in Judd Apatow's “Anchor¬ 
man" and he became part 
of the writer-director’s or¬ 
bit even though he insists 
he’s not a comedian. Of 


working on several Apatow 
films: “I think there’s some¬ 
thing valuable to explore 
here and these happen to 
be comedies.” 

Dexter Bullard, who directs 
“Grace,” says Rudd has 
tackled some of the tough¬ 
est works for stage — includ¬ 
ing a gay-bashing college 
student in “Bash” — and 
yet Rudd’s boyish, sweet 
charm shines through. 

“I think that Paul has an un¬ 
deniable charisma about 
him and a lovability that 
America loves in the mov¬ 
ies and on TV that he can 
bring as a layer to whatev¬ 
er he's doing. It draws peo¬ 
ple in, in a different way,” 
Bullard says. 

In an interview during re¬ 
hearsals, Rudd gushes 
about his co-stars — he has 
been a friend and admirer 
of Shannon for years and 
is stunned he gets to work 
alongside Asner — and 
about the New York the¬ 
ater world. 

“One of the things I love 
about doing plays in New 
York is to feel a part of the 
city and part of a commu¬ 
nity that's really vital and 
tight-knit. I wanted to be 
back in that,” he says. 

“I wanted to go get a drink 
after the show and run into 
the cast of ‘The Book of 
Mormon. 


Work by graffiti artist 
Basquiat set for sale 


NEW YORK (AP) — An auc¬ 
tion house says an impor¬ 
tant early work by graffiti 
artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 
is going up for sale in New 
York. Christie’s says “Un¬ 
titled 1981” could set a re¬ 
cord sale for Basquiat when 
it's offered Nov. 14. 

The colorful acrylic and oil- 
stick canvas depicts a skel¬ 
etal figure of a fisherman 
displaying his catch. 

The work has been in the 
same private collection for 
nearly two decades. It's 
been featured in every ma¬ 
jor Basquiat retrospective. 
Christie’s says Basquiat 
is being recognized as a 
classic of postwar Ameri¬ 
can art, alongside such art¬ 
ists as Jackson Pollock. 



This undated photo provided 
by Christie’s shows Jean- 
Michel Basquiat's “Untitled 
1981". Associated Press 

Basquiat died of a drug 
overdose at age 27 in 1988. 
Basquiat’s current record 
sale of $20.1 million was 
set for the self-portrait “Un¬ 
titled” in JuneO 
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Thurston Howell Romney 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 

In 1980, about 30 percent of 
Americans received some form 
of government benefits. Today, 
as Nicholas Eberstadt of the 
American Enterprise Institute has 
pointed out, about 49 percent 
do. 

In 1960, government transfers to 
individuals totaled $24 billion. By 
2010, that total was 100 times as 
large. Even after adjusting for 
inflation, entitlement transfers to 
individuals have grown by more 
than 700 percent over the last 50 
years. This spending surge, Eber¬ 
stadt notes, has increased faster 
under Republican administra¬ 
tions than Democratic ones. 
There are sensible conclusions to 
be drawn from these facts. You 
could say that the entitlement 
state is growing at an unsustain¬ 
able rate and will bankrupt the 
country. You could also say that 
America is spending way too 
much on health care for the el¬ 
derly and way too little on young 
families and investments in the 
future. 

But these are not the sensible 
arguments that Mitt Romney 
made at a fundraiser a few 
weeks ago. Romney, who criti¬ 
cizes President Barack Obama 
for dividing the nation, divided 
the nation into two groups: the 
makers and the moochers. For¬ 
ty-seven percent of the country, 
he said, are people “who are 
dependent upon government, 
who believe they are victims, 
who believe the government 
has a responsibility to take care 
of them, who believe they are 
entitled to health care, to food, 
to housing, to you name it.” 

This comment suggests a few 
things. First, it suggests that he 
really doesn’t know much about 
the country he inhabits. Who 
are these “freeloaders?” Is it 
the Iraq war veteran who goes 
to the VA? Is it the student get¬ 
ting a loan to go to college? Is it 
the retiree on Social Security or 
Medicare? 

It suggests that Romney doesn’t 
know much about the culture of 
the United States. Yes, the en¬ 
titlement state has expanded, 
but the United States remains 
one of the hardest-working na¬ 
tions on earth. Americans work 
longer hours than just about 
anyone else. Americans believe 
in work more than almost any 
other people. Ninety-two per¬ 


cent say that hard work is the 
key to success, according to a 
Pew Research Survey. 

It reveals that Romney doesn’t 
know much about the political 
culture. Americans have not 
become childlike worshippers 
of big government. On the con¬ 
trary, trust in government has 
declined. The number of people 
who think government spending 
promotes social mobility has de¬ 
clined. 

The people who receive the dis¬ 
proportionate share of govern¬ 
ment spending are not big-gov¬ 
ernment lovers. They are Repub¬ 
licans. They are senior citizens. 
They are white men with high 
school degrees. Far from living in 
the thrall of liberalism, the peo¬ 
ple who receive these benefits 
are more hostile to government 
than the average American. 
Romney’s comments also re¬ 
veal that he has lost any sense 
of the social compact. In 1987, 
during Ronald Reagan’s second 
term, 62 percent of Republicans 
believed that the government 
has a responsibility to help those 
who can’t help themselves. 
Now, according to the Pew Re¬ 
search Center, only 40 percent 
of Republicans believe that. 

The Republican Party, and ap¬ 
parently Mitt Romney, too, has 
shifted over toward a much 
more hyperindividualistic and 
atomistic social view - from 
the Reaganesque language of 
common citizenship to the liber¬ 
tarian language of makers and 
takers. There’s no way the coun¬ 
try will trust the Republican Party 
to reform the welfare state if that 
party’s doesn’t have a basic 
commitment to provide a safety 
net for those who suffer for no 
fault of their own. 

The final thing the comment sug¬ 
gests is that Romney knows noth¬ 
ing about ambition and motiva¬ 
tion. The formula he sketches is 
this: People who are forced to 
make it on their own have drive. 
People who receive benefits 
have dependency. 

But, of course, no middle-class 
parent acts as if this is true. Mid¬ 
dle-class parents don’t deprive 
their children of benefits so they 
can learn to struggle on their 
own. They shower benefits on 
their children to give them more 
opportunities - so they can play 
travel sports, go on foreign trips 
and develop more skills. 

People are motivated when 
they feel competent. They are 
motivated when they have 
more opportunities. Ambition 
is fired by possibility, not by de¬ 
privation, as a tour through the 
world’s poorest regions makes 
clear. 

Sure, there are some govern¬ 
ment programs that cultivate 
patterns of dependency in 
some people. I’d put federal dis¬ 
ability payments and unemploy¬ 
ment insurance in this category. 
But, as a description of America 
today, Romney’s comment is a 
country-club fantasy.Q 



Let Them Eat Crab Cake 



WASHINGTON - Oh, for the days 
when we thought Mitt Romney 
didn’t stand for anything. 

As a secret video from a Boca 
Raton fundraiser with high rollers 
in May shows, Romney in private 
stands for so many bizarre things 
that it’s hard to tell what’s cra¬ 
zier - his domestic policy or his 
foreign policy. 

Less than 50 days before the 
election, we learn that Romney 
may have given up on half of 
America and on Mideast peace. 
In a reply to a fat cat at the 
$50,000-a-plate dinner, he wrote 
off 47 percent of the country 
as deadbeats, freeloaders and 
“victims” who feel they’re en¬ 
titled to stuff - stuff like basic sus¬ 
tenance. 

“Well, there are 47 percent of 
the people who will vote for 
the president no matter what,” 
he said. “All right? There are 47 
percent who are with him. Who 
are dependent upon govern¬ 
ment, who believe that they 
are victims, who believe that 
government has a responsibility 
to care for them, who believe 
that they’re entitled to health 
care, to food, to housing, to you- 
name-it.” 

The candidate, who pays so little 
in taxes relative to his income 
that he has to hide tax returns 
and money in Switzerland and 


the Cayman Islands, then add¬ 
ed, condescendingly: “These 
are people who pay no income 
tax.” 

“So my job is not to worry about 
those people,” he blithely con¬ 
cluded. “I’ll never convince 
them that they should take per¬ 
sonal responsibility and care for 
their lives.” What kind of presi¬ 
dential candidate shrugs off 
wooing whole groups - we’re 
talking many seniors and white¬ 
working-class voters in battle¬ 
ground states who are, if he ac¬ 
tually knew what he was talking 
about, his own natural constitu¬ 
encies? 

A “stupid and arrogant” one, as 
Bill Kristol, the editor of The Week¬ 
ly Standard, put it. 

Conservatives knew that Rom¬ 
ney was no Reagan, but the 
tape left many Republicans and 
Obama strategists gobsmacked. 
One top Democrat called it 
“a treasure trove of stupid an¬ 
swers.” 

On Fox News on Tuesday, Neil 
Cavuto gently asked Romney if 
he had “prematurely” presumed 
that he couldn’t get all of those 
voters. Mitt’s rambles to the do¬ 
nors, released by Mother Jones 
magazine and, in a bit of po¬ 
etic justice, unearthed by Jimmy 
Carter's grandson, were a stun¬ 
ning combination of wrong 
facts, callous sentiments and 
dumb politics. 

He seemed to have bought into 
the warped canard that some 
conservatives inside and out¬ 
side of Congress have pushed: 
that the president and Nancy 
Pelosi were nefariously hooking 
people on unemployment ben¬ 
efits so they’d get addicted and 
vote Democratic to keep the 
unemployment bucks flowing 
like crack. 

It’s literally rich: Willard, born on 
third base and acting self-made, 


whining to the rich about what a 
great deal in life the poor have. 
We thought Romney was secret¬ 
ly moderate, but it turns out that 
he’s secretly cruel, a social Dar¬ 
winist just like his running mate. 
You’d assume that it would be 
hard now for Romney to re¬ 
sume bashing President Barack 
Obama for demonizing and 
pandering on class warfare, with 
lines like he’s been using on the 
trail: “He and his allies are push¬ 
ing us all even further apart by 
dividing us into groups.” 

But, even as Mitt was spite¬ 
fully demonizing and dividing in 
Boca, he remained cardboard- 
cutout un-self-aware, musing: 
“The thing which I find most dis¬ 
appointing about this president 
is his attack of one America 
against another America.” This is 
the absolute height of clueless¬ 
ness. 

At another point in the video, 
Romney once more showed his 
foreign policy jejuneness, ques¬ 
tioning the workability of a two- 
state solution to the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian dispute, which is U.S. policy 
endorsed by W. 

Mr. Sunshine said he sometimes 
felt “that the Palestinians have 
no interest whatsoever in es¬ 
tablishing peace - and that the 
pathway to peace is almost un¬ 
thinkable to accomplish.” 

He continued: “You hope for 
some degree of stability, but you 
recognize this is going to remain 
an unsolved problem,” adding 
“And we kick the ball down the 
field and hope that ultimately 
somehow, something will hap¬ 
pen to resolve it.” 

Wow. That’s leadership. He said 
a former secretary of state had 
called him to suggest that after 
the Palestinian elections, there 
might be a prospect for a settle¬ 
ment, but that “I didn’t delve 
into it.”Q 
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Try curling up with some 
North African meatballs! 



Pan-fried North African meat balls, or boulettes, are prepared in stages in New York, Sept. 16, 2012. 
The extensive Italian repertory may be thought of first when it comes to meat balls, but their coun¬ 
terparts are found everywhere. These meatballs from North Africa are a terrific alternative dish. 

(Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times) 


DAVID TANIS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Meatballs are comfort food the 
world over, cheap, easy to love 
and simple to make. 

I suppose we all think of the 
extensive Italian repertory first 
when it comes to these delicious 
spheres, of tender fried polpef- 
tine or saucy Italian-American- 
sfyle meatballs, but their coun¬ 
terparts are found everywhere. 
In France, meatballs are called 
boulettes (sounds better than 
meatballs), and by far the favor¬ 
ite versions are the spice-scent¬ 
ed North African fype. Most of 
the neighborhood Tunisian and 
Moroccan restaurants in Paris of¬ 
fer them, served as an appetizer 
or a side, or in a fragrant main- 
course tagine with couscous. 

In Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria, 
former French colonies, thaf’s 
what they’re called, too, at least 
on tourist menus; they also go by 
numerous other names in local 
languages. 

Jewish communities in those 
countries traditionally serve 
boulettes on Friday night for the 
Sabbath meal. Assorted sweet 
spices, along with chopped ci¬ 
lantro and parsley, are added 
to minced lamb or goat, then 
formed info delicate little balls. 
Simmered in a saffron-scented 
broth, they are usually accom¬ 
panied by stewed seasonal veg¬ 
etables. 

When I made boulettes at 
home, I took a few liberties. The 
recipe is an amalgam of sev¬ 
eral fhaf I found on my book¬ 
shelf, among them one called 
boulettes tangeroises in an old 
French cookbook. Since I like 
things a bit spicier, my boulettes 
are more like Tunisian ones, in 
which hot pepper is more asser¬ 
tive. 

1 used 85 percent lean beef, 
and fried a ground furkey ver¬ 
sion. Both were good, though 
the beef bouletfes had a more 
supple texfure. 

Instead of medium-grain cous¬ 
cous or Arab bread to serve with 
my meatballs, I wanted the larg¬ 
er, chewier giant pearls some¬ 
times called Israeli couscous. 
And since tomatoes are still 
sweet, I spiced and roasted 
some as a vegetable accom¬ 
paniment. Roasted artichokes or 
zucchini would also be good, as 
would braised celery and car¬ 
rots. 

Regarding the browning of the 
meatballs, there are options 
there, too. Dusting them in flour 
before lightly frying helps keep 
the meatballs tender and thick¬ 
ens the sauce, but they can be 
browned without flour if desired. 
Or instead of frying, they can be 
briefly broiled before simmering. 
And if you don’t want a sauce, 
just finish the cooking in the skillet 
and serve the pan-fried meat- 
balls crisp and hot. 

North African Meatballs 
(Boulettes) 

Time: 1 hour, 15 minutes 

For the saffron tomato sauce: 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 1 /2 cups finely diced onion 


3 garlic cloves, minced 

2 tablespoons tomato paste 
1 inch piece cinnamon stick 
Large pinch saffron, crumbled 
Salt and pepper 

3 cups chicken broth, vegetable 
broth or water 

For the meatballs: 

1 1/2 cups cubed day-old firm 
white bread 
1 cup milk 

1 pound ground beef or lamb 
1 large egg, beaten 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 

4 garlic cloves, minced 

1/8 teaspoon grated nutmeg 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 

1 teaspoon turmeric 

2 teaspoons paprika 
1/4 teaspoon cayenne 

1/4 teaspoon ground cloves 
1/4 teaspoon ground coriander 
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin 

3 tablespoons chopped parsley 
3 tablespoons chopped cilantro 
3 tablespoons finely chopped 
scallion 

All-purpose flour, for dusting 
Olive oil or vegetable oil 
For the couscous (optional): 

1 cup giant couscous, m’hamsa, 
or medium couscous 

2 tablespoons butter 

1/2 cup golden raisins, soaked 
in hot water to soften, then 
drained 
Salt 

1 /4 teaspoon ground cinnamon. 

1. Make the sauce: Heat oil over 
medium-high heat in a wide, 
heavy-bottomed saucepan. 
Add onion and cook without 
browning until softened, about 

5 minutes. Add garlic, tomato 
paste, cinnamon and saffron, 
and stir well to incorporate. Sea¬ 
son generously with salt and 
pepper, and allow to sizzle for 1 
minute more. 

Add broth and simmer gently for 
5 minutes. May be made several 
hours in advance, up to a day. 

2. Make the meatballs: Put 
bread cubes and milk in a small 
bowl. Leave bread to soak until 
softened, about 5 minutes, then 
squeeze dry. 

3. In a mixing bowl, put 
squeezed-out bread, ground 
meat and egg. 

Add salt, pepper, garlic, nut¬ 
meg, ginger, turmeric, paprika, 
cayenne, cloves, coriander 
and cumin. Mix well with hands 
to distribute seasoning. Add 2 
tablespoons each of parsley, ci¬ 
lantro and scallion, and knead 
for a minute. May be prepared 
several hours in advance, up to 
a day. 

4. With hands, roll mixture into 
small round balls about the size 
of a quarter. Dust balls lightly 
with flour. 

Heat a few tablespoons of oil, 
or a quarter-inch depth, over 
medium-high heat and fry 
meatballs until barely browned, 
about 2 minutes per side. Drain 
and blot on paper towel. Sim¬ 
mer meatballs in saffron-tomato 
sauce, covered, over medium 
heat for abouf 20 minutes, until 
tender. 

5. Meanwhile, make the cous¬ 
cous, if desired: Cook according 
to package directions, fluff gen¬ 


tly and stir in butter and raisins. 
Season with salt and cinnamon, 
and toss well. 

6. Garnish meatballs with re¬ 
maining parsley, cilantro and 
scallion. Serve with couscous 
and roasted tomatoes if desired 
(tomato recipe is at nytimes. 
com/dining). 

Yield: 4 to 6 servings, about 36 


meatballs. 

Roasted Tomatoes 

Time: 35 minutes8 small ripe to¬ 
matoes, halved 
Salt, to taste 

Ground toasted cumin, to taste 
Smoked Spanish paprika, to 
taste 

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive 
oil. 


1. Place tomatoes cut side up in 
a low-sided baking dish. Season 
to taste with salt, cumin and pa¬ 
prika. Drizzle with olive oil. 

2. Roast in a 400-degree oven for 
20 to 25 minutes, until softened 
and sizzling. 

Brown lightly under broiler if de¬ 
sired. Serve hot or at room tem¬ 
perature. May be reheated.Q 

























